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It  has  long  been  my  faith  that  wlicn  a  man  has  found 
anything    to    say,    which,    on    much    reflection,   he   pre- 
sumes may  be   useful  to   his  compatriots,'  the  best   plan 
for    him    is    to    speak    it    out    intelligibly    and    without 
reserve.      I    am  not   unaware  that  developments   in   this 
work    will   seem    strange   to    many   readers,   and   almost 
fear  that  occasionally  they  may  create   oflence.      But  to 
ofiend  puri)OBcly  is  at  a  great  remove  from  my  design. 
The  subject,  as  it  appears  to  me,  demands   the  fullest 
^Intjuiry,  and,  with   deference,   these,  few   pages  arc  sub- 
mitted  to    general    consideration,  as   a    contribution    to 
the  Btock   of  thoijglu  with   which   the  publii-   is   already 
familiar.      I    write   because,   in   my  judgment,   good  can 
l)e  accomplished    l)y,ft   thorough   revisal    of   the    whole 
ijuestion   of  "  Party  and  Clovernment   by  Party,"  among 
fmruelves.      My   time   is    too    precious    to    consume    its 
hours  in  composition    the    aim    of  which    is  tu   ihake 
confttlence   in   what,    iificr    all,    has  a  fair   title    to    be 
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preserved.  That  is  an  idle, 
pernicious  employment  of  th 
any  day  strip  insects  from  the 
in  my  garden,  tlian  wantoij 
sporting  with  a  subject  that  i.> 
in  his  esteem. 


and    worse    than    that,   a 

l;    pen.       Rather    would    1 

vine  leaves,  or  pull  weeds 

ly    provoke    any    one    by 

probably  well-nigh  sacred 
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PARTY  AND  GOVERNMENT  BY  PARTY. 


CONSERVATIVE  AND  REFORMER. 

With  the  correlated  terim  Whig  ^nd  Tory-C(m««rvttilve 
and  Heformer=we  m  all  fomlllBr  j  and  yet  a  brief  expta- 
nation  ef  them  may  net  he  amUn,  m  m  te  dtar  the  way 
fur  after  prpgreM.      What  wft«  orlxlnally  Tory  U  new 
C«n»prvfttiv0.  ftnd  HHliwtftntlally  tht»y  represent  the  mm 
Ideas  J  though  we  wqmIU  prefer  the  latter-t'oiwervative- 
jiimply  for  the  reaiion  that  It  U  wlf-deftnlng.    To  i^onserve 
i  to  kuiip-to  preiervu :  of  coiirie,  on  ihlii  occwlon  It 
I-  u-ea  pollt tally,  ftiid  unly  .u.       Uuth    tenni  e«pr»». 
antrtgonUIng  Idefti-connervlng  and  reforming-  preiervlng 
and  t^hanging.     Thin  anlagynUm  haM  often  been  violent, 
aw  hliitory  dlHtilonen,  fliul  the  Uattle  haM  advanced  with 
unetiHal  mwm,  the  reprobated  evili  having  been  wnder- 
mined  and  overthrown  by  the  e^erplse  of  hunmn  energy, 
tiometlmes  awuming  the  most  dreadful  shapes,    l^rogress, 
m  other  words,  has  been  the  law,  and  the  future  will 
merely  carry  out  the  hopeful   indications  of  the  past.- 
Now,   the  genuine  Conservative  would   retain  what  the 
liberal,    progressive    mind    aims    to ,  annul.       What    the 
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Heformor  alijccts   lo   ho   inevitably 
thf  welfare   of  fioticty ;   ngc   lends 


PUflMWH, 


rogariis  as  hostile  to 
t  nn  sanctity  In  his 


vIb#,  — the  InijirosH  of  nentuilos    m  litle  tii  iirolongetl 
exlstetitf.     Wb  do  not  malnirtln  that  the  t'ntiAemtlvi 
\mkU  himself  ta  jut^Ryivp  whrti  hi*  k  tnwn  in  Iim  jifyJiitliMlfll 
aita  uhJhsi,    nm  In  hh  »f<ll  im  mftku  any  l,u^||  illihpml 
ftfttl  flnlFft|fettn§  suppMsiiion,    We  i^an  fiiHlftmiilP  r?8»»QnN 
iMflinK  him  intp  hi"^  HPMtion  m  ^  mymy^r  without 
impugning  \m  mpral  integrity,     liirly  gssociation,  early 
draining,  personal  anU  hereditary  interest,  and  many  other 
causes  tend  to  produce  the  conservajtivo  character,  or  tho 
•ttUudfl  of  conservation  ;  and  they  n^ho  are  best  qualified 
to  estimate  the  poteniy  of  such  and  kindred  agenciei 
will  bfi  the  earliest  to  sympathize  with  those  who  have 
been  mmilded  by  their  operation.     Railing,  like  hisiing 
at  the  peitilenee,  amountu  to  nothint; ;  and  we  had  better 
treat  men  who  do  not  agree  with  lU  a^  we  would  like 
to  be  treated  ourselves.     It  is  in  'politics  as  jn  other 
'departments  of  thought— philosophy^  art,  science,  educa. 
tlon,  and  even  religion  itself;— in  ^11  of  them  we  are 
individually  more  or  less  the  creatuiies  of  accident,  and, 
as   a  rule,  have  small   occasion   to  |plume  ourselves  on 
our  superior  enlightenment  or  elevatibn. 

The  older  the  society  the  wider  i(  the  field  of  action 
for  these  two  powers  or  agencies ;  because,  in  all  human 
probability,  there  is  more  which  is  evil  prompting  to  con- 
servation, and  the  more  work  for  rdbrm  in  attempting 
Its  removal.  From  the  day  on  which  King  John  ceded 
the  "Magna  Charta,"  and  before  it,  the  history  of  Eng- 
land is  a  record  of  the  struggle,   mi|irked  by  oscillating 
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fortunes, -liftweiti  meif  trying  lu-  kee]i  what  was  found 
generally  to  be  grievous,  and  valiant  souh  endeavouHng 
m  llherrtiB.^ihehiselves  and  nlhers  n-tJiii  btirdeHs  tbit  trj  tie 
Hppi^eMiv^,    Ihj),  Mfiginaiiy «  HttkHrtuiii,  wm,  diiHiig  the 
fm  Mf  Hie  se^^Hn^l  I'hrtile^  tiir  \\w  \m  lime  ftjudied  it* 
Wmp  in  Wnglftnd  whw  ipfti§pt|  im  mww  in  Ht^ludinu  « 
Hpman  C^athPliP  print^P  frpm  the  thrpnp  i  Whig,  »l».p  « 
title  of  reproaph  and  ridicule  priginally,  wa*  •  pnferred  pn 
those  who  manifested  a  disposition  lo  oppose:  the  Vam, 
and  to  treat  Protestant  Nonconfomiisls  with  indulgence. 
Ireland 'supplied  the  first  word -lory  ;  .Scotland,  its  poli- 
tical companion,     ihit  though  the  names  were  new,  the 
ihingH  they  represent,  in.  some  shaj)e  or  other,  were  old. 
The  conflict  between  the  Crown  ami  the  People,     be 
twetn  divine  right  and  absolutiiim  on  the  one  hand,  and 
limited  or  constitutional  monarchy  on  the  other,— between 
the  long-establiiihed  in  iise  and  wont,  and  the  frchh  and 
free  mstincts  and  aspirations  of  the  people —between  the 
antiquated  and   the  modern  ideas,— had  been  going  on 
for  ages,   and  continued  for^nany  years   after  the  two 
appellations  were  f?ung  into  the  vortex  of  Knglish  political 
discussion.      Only  in  very  recent  times   has   the   relative 
IT!^^"  c)f  the  Crown  and  the  People  been  satisfactorily 
acjju^ed  ;   and  there  is  no  country  at  the   passing  hour 
in    which    the   hamiony   between   the   .Sovereign  and  the 
Subjects  is  more  perfectly  and  sweetly  balanced  than  in 
the  Kingdom  resting  upon  the  British  Isles.     'I'his  royal 
conflict,  which   lasted  so  long,  is  but  a  section  of  that 
wide   sweep  which  the  enlightened  reforming  spirit  take«. 
It  demands  responsible  government,  the  franchise,  eman^ 


I 


12 


niNHKHVATIVK   AN  I 


cipfttion  of  Khivcry,  the  annihilfttion 


monopoly,  the  aboHtion  of  state-church  ism  ;  and,  in  short 

its  triumphs  manifold  are  accumulaing  with  the  procession 

of  the  cycles:     Faster  now   than  ever,  they  are  accumu 

lating;   and   it  is  safe  to  predict   i:hey  will  yet   swell  up 

more  rapidly,  under  the  stimulus  o 

unrestricted  oral  discussion,  and  widjely  diffused  educational 

advantages. 

In  those  old  lands  conservatism 
part,  even  when  it  clings  to  its  fa\ourite  objects  with  the 
utmost  tenacity.  Reform  is  very  ijood,  but  there  would 
be  danger  in  its  coming  with  a  rush  amid  the  fabrics  of 
an  ancient  civilization.  It  might 
anarchy,  even  when  legitimately  in 
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of  class  privileges  and 


perfomis  a  most  useful 


assume  the  aspect  of 
roduced.     Men  would 


get  bewildered,  things  would  be  driien  hither  and  thither, 

very   plain   objects   would    present    themselves    as    trees 

walking,   and   the    feeling   might    be    engendered,    better 

the  venerable  order  than  this  novelty  and  turmoil.     Out 

of  the   feeling  might   leap   the   wil 

to  replace  what  had  been  removec 

attempts  to  introduce,  "as  in  France,  on  more   than  one 


occasion,  new  forms,  and   methods, 

it  were  by  the  springing  of  a  trap 

warned    rational    innovators    from 

movements.      The   same   remark   ajiplies   to   the  English 

Commonwealth,    and    the    Puritan    legislation   generally. 

Charles    II.    ascended   the   throne,   and   society  bounded 


clad    in   batde  vim. 
We  have  observed 


and   institutions,   as 
;  but  the  attempt  has 
all    such    impetuous 


into   shameful   license  as  a   protest 


Roundhead  statutes.      Gradual  preplaration  is  that  which 


against   the  rigor  of 


enables  emendations  to  settle  down 


firmly  in  their  place 
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as  beneficent  institutions.  Conservatism  thus  acts  as  a 
salutary  drag  on  the  wheels  of  progress,  arid  the  machine 
of  state  is  i)rotected  from  undergoing  a  catastrophe  on 
the  highway.  The  two  powers  thus  are  instruments  in 
evolving  the  new  order,  as  come  it  must,  and  only  a 
moderxite  degree  of  sagacity  is  required  to  di.scern  that, 
the  one  holding  back  is  often  as  useful  as  that*  which 
impels  forward.  Eager  and  narrow  minds  only  beconie 
impatient  while  counting  the  delays  and  disappointments. 
The  discemer  of  the  times  apprehends  what  is  advancing, 
and  can  wait  for  the  hour  to  strike  when  his  highest 
aspirations  will  be  accomplished.  It  may  not^  because 
it  cannot,  sound  in  the  course,  of  his  life  ;  yet  he  sees 
the  good  time  coming,  and  dimly  scans  the  scene  in  the 
distance  when  his  plans  and  hopes  fall  on  his  country 
like  a  beautiful  morning  across  the  hilLs. 

In  recent  days,  we  are  accustomed  to  hear  liberals 
amongst  ourselves  boast  that  they  are  conservatives  of 
what  is  good  and  reformers  of  what  is  evil :  a  very  good 
sentiment  and  a  very  good  character,  tr"^ly.  As  a  senti- 
ment, it  is  so  far  as  appropriate  to  conservative  lips,  for 
he^  also  conserves  what  is  good,  viewed  from  his  standing- 
point.      So  that  it  amounts  to  nothing  beyond  this, the 

reformer  is  in  full  possession  of  his  senses.  AH  men  not 
bereft  of  reason  throw  a  shield  round  what  is  valuable, 
or  \\'hat  appears  to  them  to  be  so  :  a  progressive  soul- 
one  solicitous  for  the  welfare  of  his  country— spontaneously 
sides  with  those  who  have  discovered  an  evil,  and  are 
off  to  hunt  it  down.  When  words  are  played  with  in 
the  manner  alluded  to,  is  it  not  a  tacit  acknowledgment 
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that  they  are  losing  their  early  force  and  bearing  amongst 
us?  The  day  has  been  when  there  was  no  license  for 
that  sort  of  dalliance,  and  wheiii  a  reformer  would  no 
more  have  toyed  with  the  word  ^'Conservative/'  or  any 
of  its  family,  than  with  a  viper  or  a  skunk.  It  is  now 
harmless,  and  in  the  odor  of  sanctity. 
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PARTY   LINES. 

At  home,   as   already   remarked,    they   have   made   vast 
attamments ;  there,  as  an  able  and  informed  author  has 
written  :— "  The   first    principles   of   government   are   no 
"  longer  in  dispute :  the  liberties  of  the  people  are  safe ; 
"  the  oppression  of  the  Jaw  is  unknown."--( May's  Consti 
tutional  History  of  England,  vol.i.,  pp.  459,  460.)    Reform 
IS  mvadmg  every  department  of  government  and  of  the 
public  service  ;  and  we  discover  sundry  institutions   that 
are  written  down  for  early  judgment,  after  the  manner  of 
the  Irish  Establishment,  that  vanished  as  if  a  magician 
had  flourished  his  wand.      Now  that  power  has  passed 
mto  the  keeping  of  the  people,  mighty  changes  will  be 
introduced,  which  we  can  only  hope  will  be  salutary  for 
the  passing  age  and  future  generation.^. 

"  The  shades  of  the  martyrs  look  out  from  the  past, 
To  see  what  they  died  for  accomplished  at  last." 

And  in  our  own  contracted' sphere  we  have  had  a  similar 
battle,  and  have  reason  to  exult  over  great  success.— 
From  fatherland  came  with  our  people  the  old  political 
designations,  and  during  years  that  are  gone  they  had 
their  significance,  and  stirred  up  the  ener^es  and  passions 
of  the  hour.  Liberty  with  us,  as  at  home,  has  been  a 
growth  and  a  conquest,    though,    generally  speaking,  a 
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bloodless  one.  We  have  no  Marston  Moor,  or  Naseby, 
where  absolutism  struggled  hopelessly  with  the  embattled 
forces  of  right  and  justice.  Yet  we  had  to  contend  with 
and  to  modify  imperial  arrangements  on  our  soil,  and 
against  institutions  of  native  gtowth,  that  hindered  the 
free  exercise  of  political  privileges,  such  as  we  now  enjoy 
in  a  Jarge  and  comfortable  degree.  We  govern  ourselves, 
and  that  is  the  secret  of  our  happiness.  Yet  to  reach 
this  we  had  to  contend  against  what  was  known  at 
Downing  Street  influence  and  tie  Family  Compact ;  we 
had  to  obtain  responsible  govSrnment,  the  abolition  of 
all  fitate-churchism,  the  wide  extension  of  the  franchise, 
representation  determined  by  numbers,  and  the  control 
of  our  owji  separate  provincial  affairs  as  members  of  the 
North  American  Confederation,  whoHe  circle  of  depen- 
dencies ii  in  all  probability  to  be  completed  nt  a  time 
not  dldtttnt.  There  are  a  few  limitntionN  to  whifh  wf 
are  itill  subjeet ;  bm  thene  ttWftk^?ii  no  tomplttlnti.  They 
arUe  out  of  our  t'onnei-tlon  with  the  Kmpire,  and  whii'h 
we  Pftnnot  m'n\w  ko  hmg  nx  in\\  relfttionNhlp  to  it  hm. 
Opprepjulve  thm  reMtrlptlonN  «rn  not,  and  wu  are  content, 
Indwd  It  might  be  nald  proud,  tp  buar  them,  out  (.f  love 
to  the  throne  of  our  fatherH,  nncj  the  uhelter  embraced  In 
the  Imperittl  tie».  There  U  noj  n  grievance  left  which 
fan  legitimately  Neparatc  a  refor^ncr  and  a  coniervatlve ; 
nothing  that  ii  coniiervatlve  naturally  incllne«  to  retain  av 
-ft  conservative,  and  nothing  thata  reformer  has  to  strive 
with  his  conservative  fellow-citizien  as  a  conservative  to 
obtain.  Names  may  continue  distinguishing  two  parties ; 
but  their  significance  has  vanished.     Characterising  pecu- 
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liarity  there  is  none.  Party  lines  have  become  like 
mathematical  ones,  without  length  or  breadth.  Schemes 
of  administration  and  details  may  create  a  conflict  of 
opinion ;  in  vain  a  (juest  will  be  made  for  any  funda- 
mental variance  which  constitutes  a  political  principle  or 
furnishes  a  warrant  .for  organizing  distinct  political  sects. 
It  is  a  pity—shall  we  say  so?— for  the  sake  of  those 
who  continue  to  believe  in  the  virtues  of  party  govern- 
ment based  on  the  old  distinction,— Tory  and  Whig- 
Conservative  and  Reformer,— that  some  momentous  ques- 
tion cannot  remain  w'ltfl  us  for  ever  unsettled,  that  the 
essential  distinction  between  them  may  be  preserved  in 
its  completeness.  For  the  country,  it  would  not  be  good, 
though  it  might  be  good  for  the  class  about  which  we 
have  spoken.  Were  the  points  of  responsible  govern- 
ment, of  religious  endowments,  of  adequate  suffrage,  or 
Nome  Nui^h  vital  iMNue  pending,  our  whole  «oul  would  be 
with  the  people  and  againNt  any  who  would  deny  them 
their  rIghtN.  With  Torylum  on  n\\y\\  que«tlonn,  with 
■'I'orylsm  on  no  question,  have  we  the  moNt  (VaPtlonal 
amount  of  sympathy,  Hut  then  we  cannot  blind  our^ 
sulvus  to  the  f^ct  that  the  conflicts  about  all  such  ques- 
tions on  this  soil  are  dead  ns  the  Wars  of  the  Hoses, 
or  Cavallufs  and  Hoiuulheads.  Happily  for  our  young 
country  it  is  so.  Such  has  been  the  suppression  of 
grievances  during  the  last  thirty  years,  that,  so  far  as 
political  privileges  are  concerned,  the  legitimate  agitator 
has  been  thrown  out  of  employment.  And  the  world 
has  not  time  to  fight  its  battles  oveT  again.  Living 
questions  alone  can  excite  popular  interest.     Worn-out 
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bftnners  are  curiosities  that  attmct  only  ftntitjvmrlftn  notice, 
A  new  fenemtlon  Appears  that  cain  feel  no  concern,  either 
her*  or  elsewhere,  In  by-gone  dlsputcH,  though  they  shook 
earth  anU  heaven  while  they  lasted ;  and  having  subjects 
of  its  own,  movements  of  its  o^n,  developments  of  its 
own,  it  cares  not  a  fig  for  past  (lamcN,  and,  if  necessary, 
lifts  Iti  own  Hngs,  niul  ircnlCN  its  own  fllvislonal  and 
party  nnnieN. 

I'Hd^f  the  twnhmuirtilon  ihiii 
ournelvpN,  f»l(l  mwwH  ronnni  mil 

renwln.     An  efifoft  may  liu  iiwuli       , , 

neceHsarily  a  spasntodh:  and  flefiing  one,  The  scaffbld- 
ing  is  removed  when  the  liuilding  is  completed,  »nd 
wrchltecis,  mechanics  and  laborers  seek  other  employ- 
ment. We  can  readily  undcrhtarjd  how  difficult  it  is  far 
combatants  who  were  resolute  tin  cither  side  to  forget 
the  oUI  names  when  the  'contrjoversy  is  allayed  ;  and 
perhaps  it  is  vain  to  expect  them  [to' regard  these  as 
having  lost  their  meaning  and  Strength.  But  they  will 
fall  into  disuse  by  degrees,  and  men  will  wonder  that 
they  survived  so  long  after  thd  victors  were  crowned, 
and  the  dead  buried.  The  neW  generation  can  never 
feel  the  same  interest  in  them  aj  their  fathers  ;  and  they 
will  inevitably  turn  their  thoughts  to  matters  of  urgent 
moment,  and  rally  round  names,  if  they  rally  round  any, 
that  bear  a  meaning '  addressing  itself  to  their  diversified 
convictions  as  to  existing  proj«^cts.  Our  lot  is  cast 
exactly  at  this  period  in  the  hi$tory  of  the  united  pro- 
vinces. We  sympathize  with  the  present.  We  cannot 
afford  leisure  to  keep  up  de&d  distinctions,  which  neither 
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conventions,  "rallying  of  the  clans,"  speeches,  plc-nies, 
brass  bands,  nor  bellowing  editorials  can  restore  to  life 
nnd  potency.     'I'he  fusion  going  on  is  in  the  order  of 
nature  and  political  necessity  ;  nnd  we  believe  that  those 
who  are   looking  around  wiih  impartial  eyes   will  admit 
that  these  views  are  correct.      This  is  emphatically  true 
wheti  the  entire  Dominion  is  surveyed  i  and  It  is  well 
thttt  l(  hhoiild  be  mu     \\h  Immediate  Interests  are  vastly' 
htiperlnr.  to  old  munes  fHllIng  to  tetters  i  and  the  sttttes' 
men  In  demand  now  are  those  who  will  devote  ihemnelves 
iu  immediate  necessities,  irrespejllve  of  flflgs  nnd  shibbo^ 
lediH  that   hwrved   their' day,     I'ractical   improvementSi 
material  developments,  claim  the  highest  consideration  In 
our  several  legislatures,  and  to  the  masses  of  our  citiiens 
over  the  Confederation  it  surely  pannot  matter  whJtt  » 
man's  politics  may  have  been  on  past  issues  in  some 
pairiicular  section  of  the  whole,  provided  he  is  able  and 
willing  to  offer  sutji  measures  as  will  increase  the  com- 
fort, ilic  intelligence,  the  facilities  and  the  employments 
of  the  people. 

<Again  and  again  we  have -fruiUessly  inquired  of  saga- 
cious men  on  both  sides  to  point  out  what  vital  principle 
flivides  them  from  their  neighbors  now.  Any  person  can 
put  the  experiment  to  the  proof,  and  a  trial  is  suggested. 
Say  to  the  first  Conservative  or  Reformer  of  judgment 
and  information  you  happen  to  meet.  Wherein  do  we 
hold  differently  in  our  politics?  Not  wherein  did  we 
differ  once,  or  wherein  did  our  fathers  differ ;  but  on 
what  principle  are  we  at  variance  just  at  this  moment? 
We  vote  under  different  names,  still  rally  under  different 
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\nn  Pnr  finger  dpwn  pn 
thu  fiintiu  pf  the  cpuntry 
thuro  (in  JnntUutian  you 
jerty,  timt  I  woulil  not 


in  whftt  pKSpntml  nwupr  pmi  we 
A  4l(tijrpn^p  ?  Vrm  dp  npt  wish 
suMsndnrud  ;  ncithur  do  I.  Ik 
would  kuBp  in  thu  naniL'  uf  11  _ 
help  yiHi  to  a-tnin  P  An  fvil  yiti  wouUi  nliollNh,  thitt  t 
wjiuld  not  «8«i(it  you  td  tlyNtr  ty  ?  Vmir  friend  \my 
Admiru  hiM  Im^kr  nioru  thun  yuurN )  luit  that  in  not  the 
matter  in  hand.  The  (iuestion  rehUes  to  ewential  poli- 
ticfti  principle;  Huch  great  issuiis  as  have  agitated  our 
land,  and  happily  convulse  it  no  more.  The  distinction, 
RO  far  as  vital  politics  is  concerr  ed,  is  a  distinction  with- 
out a  difference; — the  disparity!  to  make  no  ceremony 
about  it — if  a  man  will  pertinaciously  insist  on  a  line  of 
demarcation — between  tweedledupi  and  tweedledee  ! 

In  these  circumstances,  how  c^n  the  stereotyped  desig- 
nations— Reformer  and  Conservative — long  survive  ?  They 
are  shells  out  of  which  the  kemejl  has  been  taken ;  bodies 
whence  the  soul  has  gone.  Itj  is  quite  true  that  with 
many  they — the  old  names — stilll  pass  current  for  a  great 
deal  more  than  they  are  worth,  i  Not  a  great  deal  more, 
let  us  admit,  than  they  once  wjere  worth  ;  Tiut  a  great 
deal  more  than  their  intrinsic  vajue  now.  And  they  who 
still  hold  them  to  carry  living  Significance  and  enduring 
value,  comprise  a  goodly  comjjany  of  mout  excellent 
citizens,  for  whom  we  have  largp  and  unfeigned  respect. 
They  cannot  get  over  old  aiiNok^lfttltinN  |  they  feel  ttN  If 
what  ome  was  mighty  ought  to  he  m  fettl  and  powefftil 
In  all  time  hent^e,  The  mnwn  npund  In  their  ^m  like 
th#  trumpet  tp  Ihe  venerahle  witr^hofHe  in  his  paddpfk, 
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flnt  thp  \mt  Is  past,  Rnrt  thp  mm^f   In  pnlltlps,  »»  In 
ethpr  matters-  that  n  undprstppd,  \\w  \w\m-       « 

Whilp  thPrtJ  arp  nmny  who  find  it  hacd  indeed,  wpII 
nijjh  impossihln—  tp  gpt  dpnp  with  pld  party  names,  thprn 
M9,  m  greatly  fear,  a  number  who  reckon  it  convenient, 
for  MelfiHh  objecta,  to  keep  them  floating  before  the  con- 
BtitutJOcieii.  They  are  uealouB— oh,  how  xealouil— for 
their  t;ountry'M  welfare.  The  V)^*>^t^yi  i^  V"^*  at&iWi  then), 
in  mingoverned  while  certain  ilnen  are  "  out,"  and  ruled 
to  perfection  when  certain  other  men  are  *'  in."  It  U 
their  gamej  and  one  is  curious  to  understand  sometimes 
if  they  imagine  no  on-looker  can  pierce  through  the  veil 
under  which  they  perfonn  their  cantraps.  With  such 
operators,  to  descend  to  facts  as  to  the  position  of  par- 
ties .would  spoil  their  business.  It  would  shut  off  grist 
from  their  mill.  Their  only  chance  is  in  keeping,  so  far 
as  they  are  able,  the  old  parties  in  existence ;  and  they 
shout  the  names  with  loudest  emphasis  to  convince  others, 
as  it  were,  of  the  strength  of  their  faith  and  devotion. 
They  see,  or  pretend  to  see,  virtue  nowhere  save  m  their 
own  ranks.  The  others  are  corruptionists,  and  knaves 
of  the  worst  brand, — too  degraded  for  the  oriental  "  Happy 
Despatch,"  It  would  be  treason  to  their  side  did  they 
allow  any  capacity,  or  honesty,  or  unselfishness  in  those 
who  are  regarded  as  their  natural  political  enemies.  Mode- 
ration would  be  their  death.  In  the  time  of  an  election 
they  are  heard  at  the  loudest  with  their  kettle  drums, 
tin  }mn^,  and  penny  whistles.  Though  all  but  nominal 
dhtlnytlons  have  dhappetired,  they  muni  try  to  hood- 
wink Iheir  devuleeN  Ntlll  further  about  the  vital  net^e^iilty 
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tit  *'  i=^>i|mHftthle  \m\y  gin  yt lun^ii 
v^ry  solemn,  rts  if  thi^  rwnnlry 
»n(l  tlipy  Ntoml  with  linyi^r  un  \u 


w. 


-J3fciL^;:j3 


i"  HumMlimeN  \\wy  whs 
wtJfti)  «n  its  UtJftlli-JJtifl, 
wrJNt-    lliit  thefp  i»»  m 


in  that,  rt«»  in  other  attitxicjes  tliey  ftssumf.  It  is  time 
they  were  ]}k\  pas:*  on  with  the  r  tricks  an«l  grimacing. 
What  this  rising  country  wants  u  the  rule  of  the  people 
for  the  people's  good,  and  Dominion  politics  for  Dominion 
citizens.  The  main  point  is  mt  how  somebody  is  to 
he  jostled  out,  and  somebody  else  pitched  in  amid  tre- 
mendous cheers ;  but  how  good  jaws  are  to  be  obtained, 
and  who  has  the  will  and  the  capacity  to  supply  them  : 
the  instrument  even  is  of  minor  importance.  The  past, 
politically,  of  those  who  may  chance  to  be  in  power  is 
a  trivial  inquiry- a  very  trivial  ojie,  assuredly:  the  grand 
question  is,  What  can  they  do  fbr  us  now  ? 
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In   October  last  year,   Mr.   Kdward  Ulake  spoke  to  this 
ciTect  in  the  London  City  Hall : — 

*'  He  did  not  believe  that  there  was  a  man  in  all  this 
"  wide  IVovince  who  in  his  heart,  when  he  thought  of 
"  political  principles  and  his  own  feelings  with  regard  to 
"  them,  did  not  class  himself  with  this  party  or  that ; 
"  who  did  not  believe  himself  to  be  a  Conservative  or 
••  Reformer.  This  he  thought  should  continue,  and  that 
•'  each  one  should  avow  his  principles  and  act  upon  them, 
'•  and  only  to  support  the  party  to  which  he  belonged."— 
{(fM>i>f  Odt.  afilh,  1876.) 

'I'hsutth  ihi  "  p§lltlyal  prliiyipl§fi "  nre  not  ejiplalnfld, 
we  preiumi  that  Amongst  thtm  nmy  MAfdy  be  inumerat^d 
the  following  1— Absolute  sovereignty  j  responsible  govern- 
ment J  mxation  conjoined  with  representation  j  liberty  of 
conscience  j  class  privileges  or  monopolies  j  representation 
regulated  by  numbers ;  right  of  petition  ;  freedom  of  dis- 
•nission ;  state-churchism  ; — which  catalogue  is  quite  suOi- 
dent  for  our  present  purpose.  Judging  by  the  light  of 
history,  rnnaervatiim  has  clung  In  one  view  of  these  ques- 
tions ttttrl  reform  to  the  nilier  1  for  Instrtnre,  innservatlsm 
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favored  the  cnT^  " 


Province''  wj,     ,.     '    ^^  ^^ere  ",  _ 

»"'  forefathers  on  Lrr''"""'  *-4  L         '"•""""^ 
^n'roversy  hero  "  f  """■  '°" '  Wd  wfe,  ^''"  «'*<)  by 

*y  com„,„  j,.„''     Po'«.cal  pri„eip%    '"  *^P"te.     We  are 


day  com„,„  j,.^'  '>«'.«)  pri„eip, 
fortunate  ^      ^  '"^mselves  tn  .iT  ' 

'^^«^  famous  oW       ^''  ^''^  we  af .    •  "^  °"^  of  Mr 

and  von  ^"ncipJesp      rr.  w  ^^'"'ance  on  .n       : 

"  /ou  proceed  -^xr  ^  ^emahds   Wu  ^"^  of 

?^  ^^  inquires    1^       ""'^^''^^y  exlciJ      ^'  ^^^'  '^^Y? 

^^^'Peopie-  he  /     '  "°  ^^^ation  w.Vl.        '   °'"  ^^^   third 
^"'-  «-«ied  1  r''''''  ^V  botherl'"'  .^'^  ^0"«ent  Of 

^'  ^'^'   ^nd    Whet  /"^  ^'^  '^^Pondfwt''.'''  ^^^^^^^ 
o'-da/nfng  res  J,     "^  ''   '^^  '"an   whn        ^^  ^'  "ot  free 

'"-"opohes  and  c  a L  J^"T''  '^'   ^^^ 
'■''  privileges  :   Have    ■ 
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mercy,  he  cries  ;  what  order  amongst  us  has  privileges- 
civil,  political  or  religious  —  in  advance  of  the  rest  ? 
Another,  to  put  it  in  the  Reform  aspect,  is  the  abolition 
of  state-churchism  :  he  says.  The  last  remnant  of  the  sys- 
tem is  gone,  and  I  believe  it  was  fair  to  all  that  it 
should  go.  Another  is  unrestricted  liberty  of  discussion  : 
of  that,  the.  interrogated  one  says,  AVe  have  the  amplest 
measure,  and  will  fight  for  it  to  the  death.  Another  is 
—and  he  interjects,  Stop  !  Not  unreasonably,  too,  since, 
however  far  extended,  a  similar  answer  would  certainly  be 
evolved  in  pursuing  the  experiment. 

Why  should  not  this   political   orator  be  rather  proud 
to  see  the  change  that  has  taken  place  in  our  country,— 
the  old  controversies,  even  to  the  limited  extent  that  we 
had  a  share  in  them,  at  rest,  and  Conser\'atives,  though 
in  unreasonable  fondness  they  still  cling   to  a  name,   as 
devoted  to   the   great   principles   as   any  who   may  have 
done  valiant  battle-service  on  their  behalf?     But  he  is 
not   satisfied  that  the  ranks  should  have  been  most  dis- 
tinct while  the  conflict  lasted  ;  he  insists  that  the  distinction 
should  be  kept  up  to  perpetuity.     And  how  is  a  man  to 
determine  what  is  his  proper  place  among  political  warriors 
who,  after  all,  have  nothing  in  the  shape  of  principles  to 
fight  about  ?      He  is  a  Reformer  or  a  Conservative,  if  he 
would  only  take  the  trouble  to  settle  the  point  for  himself. 
But  if  he  thinks  of  the  great  principles,  he— even  though 
his  name  might  seem  to  indicate  the  reverse— actually  ap- 
.  proves  of  them,  and  declares  his  purpose  unalterably  to 
defend  the  heritage  committed  to  his  trust.      The  more 
he  thinks  the  more  he  admires,  the  more  he  loves. 
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Since   our   Conservative    thinks    himself    only    into    a 
greater  harmony  with  reform  sentihient  and  doctrine,  he 
will  find  it  hard  to  get  up  a  difference  with   his   reform 
neighbor,   and,   what   is   as   worthy   of  note,    his  reform  ^ 
neighbor  will  find  it  as  hard  to  get  up  a  real  difference 
with  him.     But  there  must  be  a  djifference,  to  please  our 
Toronto   statesman  ;    the   old   ranks   must   be   trumpeted 
into  place,  and  every  man  must  know  his  place  and  be 
ready  to   keep  it,  as  when  a   tremendous   issue   agitated 
the  national  mind.     How,  how  is  the  proper  place  to  be 
discovered  ?      That   is   the   puzzle ;  and   would   that   the 
speaker  had   been   somewhat   more   explicit.      The   only 
way  that  we  can  imagine   it   possible,  if  possible  at  all, 
is  by  some  such  course  as  the  fojllowing, — quite  in  har- 
mony  with    Mr.    Blake's   rule   of  Which    notice   has  just 
Jeen  taken  :  probably  it  is   the  vlery  rule  itself ;  at  any- 
rate,  we  venture   to   think  he   would   not   object   to  our 
recommendation.     Well,   then,   let    the   inquirer  after  his 
proper   political   relationship,   and  of  course   designation, 
take   any   one   of  the   well  knownj  political   principles   of 
which  several  have  been  introduced,  and  then   ask  him- 
self,  with   as   much   sincerity  as  he  can   muster — "  How 
would    I    have   acted   during   the   controversy  in  relation 
to  it?     Would  I,  in  all   human  iprobability,   have   sided 
with   the  Conservatives   or   with  |the  Reformers?"      That 
will  settle  what .  is   his  legitimate  position  now.      He  is, 
because  he  would  have  been  in  t^e  past,  a  conservative  ; 
or  he  is,  for  an  analogous  reasoh,  a  reformer.     And  all 
this  is  to  be  done   exactly  in   the   same   way  as   if  one 
were   solicitous  to   determine  whether,   had   he  appeared 
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in  the  age  of  Caesar,  he  would  have  commended  his 
ambitious  aims  or  applauded  the  act  of  Brutus,  the 
avenger  ;  whether,  had  he  lived  in  the  days  of  Con- 
stantine,  he  would  have  joined  the  Christian  stahdard 
or  remained  with  the  old  Pagan  superstitions ;  whether, 
had  he  been  in  Scotland  in  the  era  of  John  Knox,  he 
would  have  sided  with  the  ancient  creed  or  lent  his 
sympathies  to  the  Protestant  reformation.  What  he  would 
have  been,  or  thinks  he  would  have  been,  in  the  circum- 
stances supposed,  he  is  bound  to  be  sa  still,  and  wherever 
there  is  an  opportunity  to  act  consistently  with  the  dis- 
covery. The  process  is  a  delicate  one,  and,  as  we  judge, 
most  likely  to  be  in  fault  in  this  respect,  that  it  carries  a 
man  back  with  his  present  vie^vs,  affinities  and  prejudices, 
into  other  and  vastly  different  circumstances.  It  leaves 
not  the  question  free,  —  what,  for  instance,  would  have 
marked  his  conduct  had  he  been  a  citizen  of  ancient 
Rome  ?  but  it  inevitably  takes  this  form — how  would  he, 
the  man  as  he  is,  have  felt  and  acted  in  Rome  under 
Constantine  the  Great,  or  in  the  tempestuous  days  of  the 
Scottish  ecclesiastical  hero  ?  And  supposing  it  could  be 
accomplished  with  a  higher  probability  of  unbiased  exacti- 
tude, it  seems  to  us  the  resultant  in  the  sphere  of  politics, 
as  in  any  other  sphere,  would  be  a  profitless  triumph 
through  a  time-wasting  speculation.  The  hours  would  be 
infinitely  better  consecrated  by  a  Canadian  at  least,  who 
breathes  the  pure  atmosphere  of  freedom,  to  some  real 
practical  work  bearing  on  the  interests  and  the  claims  of 
life  and  citizenship. 

As  Mr.  Blake  invites  each  party — the  Conservative  and 
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Reformer — to  avow  his  principles,  we  are  greatly  at  a  loss 
to  know  what  the  liberal  principle^;  are  if  they  are  not  such 
as  now  indicated.  There  may  be  principles  of  the  kind 
which  have  escaped  our  inquiry  in  the  region  of  politics. 
We  hear  a  great  deal  about  "reform  principles;"  and  we 
only  wish  the  learned  gentleman,  or  some  one  else  on  his 
side  the  gulf,  would  condescend  to  be  very  communicative 
in  a  definite  way  on  the  subject.  It  is  time  they  were 
placed  before  the  public— one,  t\ra,  three,  and  as  many 
more,  old  or  young,  as  he  is  pnjpared  to  announce  for 
our  edification.  We  do  not  insist 
policy :  policy,  if  worth  anything, 
guided  by  the  principles  :  it  is 
curious  to  understand.  All  that  we  beg  is,  that  they 
be  specified  in  transparent  language,  and  also  that  it  be 
demonstrated  that  our  Conservative  neighbors  are  dia- 
metrically opposed  to  them — not 
antagonism,  but  that  they  are  there  steering,  as  with  a 
blind  determination,  anywhere  save  in  the  direction  in 
which  the  hon.  representative  and  every  true  reformer 
must  go.  It  won't  do  to  shake  "  reform  principles"  in 
our  face,  like  a  bunch  of  old  keys^  We  desire  to  examine 
them  one  by  one,  as  well  as  to  hear  of  them.  VV^e  object 
to  be  diverted  with  big  words  when  things  are  in  demand. 
Generalities  are  v/agons  that  usuajlly  carry  a  great  deal  of 
rubbish.  Down  with  the  principles  on  the  table,  and  we 
shall  soon  detect  if  there  is  aughl  '^distinguishing"  in  them, 
so  as  to  justify  the  loud  claims  of  a  sect  pronouncing 
them  their  special  property,  and  indirectly  casting  reproach 
on  a  large  multitude  of  their  fell(j)w-citi2^ens  who  are  said 
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to  have  no  affinity  with  them  either  in  their  life  or  in  the 
unlit  caverns  of  their  consciousness.  Anxiously  inquire 
we — Where  are  the  principles  ?  Have  they  gone  a-fishing  ? 
— or  are  they  asleep  ? — or  in  the  bath  ? — or,  oh  dear  I 
slipt  off  to  mist-land,  as  birds  migrate,  for  reasons  known 
only  to-^ their  little  selves?  Sister  Ann,  high  on  the  great 
tower,  do  you  see  any  one  coming  yet  ? 

Though  the  statesman  whom  we  presume  to  review  has 
palpably  a  low  opinion  of  the  genus  Conservative,  he 
perpetrates  the  singular  inconsistency  of  demanding,  first, 
that  they  shall  remain  where  they  are,  and  then,  with 
other  apostles, « perambulating  the  country  now  and  again 
seeking  to  lure  them  to  better  principles  and  better  ways. 
A  convert  is  an  occasion  of  rejbicing  ;  and  if  few  join 
his  ranks,  verily  he  ought  not  to  be  surprised.  Men 
cannot  remain  where  they  are,  and  step  over  to  his 
shining  company  at  the  same  time.  Indeed,  our  ambas- 
sador needs  to  have  his  eyes  opened  to  discern  the  line 
of  duty  and  consistency  with  clearer  perception.  He 
cannot  succeed  by  blowing  hot  and  cold.  He  invites 
and  repels  with  the  same  sign,  and  we  can  easily  fancy 
that  Conservatives  are  perplexed,  for  he  is  deep  in  the 
maze  himself  If  they  are  under  obligations  to  remain 
where  they  chance  to  be  located,  why  does  he  make  an 
effort  to  iittract  them  to  >^other  sphere  ?  If  they  can 
be  improved,  and  ought  to  mend,  why  does  he  wish 
them  to  continue  as  they  are  ?  And,  finally,  if  they  will 
not  improve,  and  •are  so  unworthy  of  his  confidence  and 
fellowship,  how  can  he  be  content  to  see  them  holding 
power  even  for  the  briefest  term  ?     These  extraordinary 
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words   are   found   in   the   speech 
attention : — 


hat   has   attracted   our 


"  He  and  his  friends  stated,  at  the  election  (1867),  that 
"  there  must  be  an  opposition  ;  that  f/ie}'  did  not  care  which 
"  party  was  in  power." 

But  a  man  with  his  views,  if  not  a  mere  actor  in  the 


party  is  in  office.     He 

half  so   bad  as  he  in- 

for  the   country  to  be 

He  should  submit  to 


political  drama,  should  care  which 

ought   to   feel, — or  they  are   not 

simiates,^ — that   it  is   a  misfortune 

ruled   by  Conservative  statesmen. 

their   supremacy,  no  doubt,  like  a^good  citizen,  while  it 

lasts  ;  but  to  be  content  with  it, 

as  an  unspeakable  calarhity,   is  wljat  his  patience  should 

not  endure.     The  truth  is,  Mr.  Blake,  as  often  happens, 

is  a.  better  man  than  his  creed,  and  that  a  large  amount 

of  his   party-inspired   oratory  directed   against   Conserva 

tives   and   conservatism  is  simply 

to  tickle  the  ears  of  super-enthusiajstic  devotees  who  listen 

enraptured  as  the  periods   melt   lilce  rockets  high    up   in 

the  air.  '  t  \ 
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Though  it  is  partial,  and  therefore  inaccurate,  let  us,  for 
the  present,  accept  Mr.  Alexander  Mackenzie's  definition 
of  a- CoaUtion,  that  it  is  "an  agreement,  for  the  sake  of 
office,  iamong  public  men  holding  opposite  political  prin- 
ciples;" and  pronounce  it  a  bad  thing  at  the  start.     Such 
a  government  is  based  on  a  vicious  principle,  and  deserves 
no  more  quarter  than  a  Colorado  bug,  or  a, conspiracy  to 
reconstruct  the  British  Empire  itself     That  a  young  poli- 
tician may  distinctly  comprehend  what  a  Coalition,  in  the 
sense  explained,  would  be,  let  us  imagine  a  few  cases  for 
his  guidance.      Our  object  is  to  put  him  out  of  the  fog, 
whether  it  ascends  from  the  St.  Clair  river  or  from  lake 
Ontario,   that   he   may  note  with   undimmed  vision  what 
sundry  orators  appear  to  have  a  pleasure  in  muddling  for 
the  advantage  of  all  concerned.     There  was  once  a  time, 
he  will  please  to  remember,  in  our  fatherland,  when  there 
were  two  entirely  distinct  parties  in  relation  to  the  Crown  : 
the  one  contended  that  its  power  should  be  increased,  the 
other  that  it  should  be  contracted— in  other  language,  that 
the  power  and  privileges  of  the  people  should  be  amplified. 
Toryism,   as   formerly   mentioned,   insisted   on   the   first  ; 
Whigism— or  Reform— on  the  second.     A  union  of  states- 
men from  both  ranks,  by  the  abnegation  of  their  special 
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articles  of  difference,  to  obtain  conti-ol  over  public  affairs, 
would  be  a  Coalition  of  the  kind,  deserving  to  be  accursed, 
(ieneral  evil  would  be  its  results 
would  debauch  the  national  conscience.  Again  ;  the  time 
was  when  the  whole  system  of  parliamentary  representa- 
tion was  rotten,  and  when  the  electors  were  few  :  Torj'ism, 
or  Conservatism,  would  retain  the  unwholesome  order  of 


get  the  entire  arrange- 
voice  really  heard,  by 
n  the  councils  of  the 


things,  while  Reformers  desired  to 
ment  remodelled,  and  the  popular 
a  vast  extension  of  the  franchise, 
nation.     A  compact  to  seize  the  reins  by  leaders  on'  the 
two  sides  of  the  controversy  wouIq   be  another   instance 
of  a   Coalition,  under   which    the  (Community  as  a  whole 
would  suffer.     Once  more ;  let  us  imagine  the  Kingdom, 
or  its  legislature,  earnestly  divided  by  the  engrossing  sub- 
ject of  state-churchism  ;  that  the  cli  iefs  on  both  sides  have 
uttered  their  thunder,  and  taken  the  most  rigid  postures, 
confronting  each  other  in  the  line$  of  battle — the  Tories 
pledged  to  the   old,  and   the   Refbrmers   earnest  for  the 
new.      We    shall  also  imagine    that    the  Tories  are   in 
office,  and   that  their  rivals,   or  a  number  of  them,  arc 
/longing  to  rest  themselves  on  the  treasury  benches,  and 
not  remarkably  scrupulous  as  to  the  means  of  achieving 
the  result,      Lo  I   the   morning   brt  aks,  and  the   political 
world  is  dumbfounded.     A  Coalition  has  been  established 
— the  (juestion  of  establishments   is   shelved  for  the   pre- 
sent,  and   those   who   had   been   (oes   sit   calmly  at   the 
same  board,  and  distribute  juicy  favors  to  their  respective 
adherents.     Corrupt  spectators  kndwingly  wink  and  smile 
at  one  another;  while  thoughtful  men,  with  the  sentiments 
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of  honor  and  patriotism  alive  in  their  l^arts,  mourn  over 
the  spectacle.      But  then,  Coalitions  are  not   all   of  this 
kind ;  and  in  certain  situations,  even  when  extreme  party 
is  the   order   of  the   day,   are  not  merely  expedient,  but 
would  seem  to  be  quite  justifiable  on  the  score  of  neces- 
sity.     For   instance,   if  parties  were   evenly  balanced   in 
the  House,  and  legislation  came  to  a  dead-lock,  common 
sense  suggests  that,  since  the  government  of  the  country 
must  be  carried  on,   men   of  both   parties,   throwing  the 
contested  issue  aside  for  the  present,  might  join  in  form- 
ing a  ministry  against  which  it  would  be  most  unreasonable 
to  bring  a  charge  of  immorality  based  on  its  mere  organiza- 
tion.    A  Coalition  was  formed  in  1864  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  Confederation,  and  we  all  know  who  were  the 
prominent  men  from  both  sides  in  the  combination  ;  it 
was  justified  in  the  circumstances,  and  in  accomplishing 
its  object  conferred  a  signal  boon  on  the  provinces.     So 
that  party  amalgamations  are  not  always  evil,  and  to  be 
reprobated  summarily. 

But  may  we  not  advance  even  beyond  this  position? 
Suppose  that  the  great  questions  recently  mentioned  by 
us  were  all  settled  in  favor  of  right  and  justice,  what 
would  hinder  chiefs  on  either  side  from  composing  a 
government  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  country?— 
Because  they  differed  once,  must  they  be  alienated  and 
separated  to  perpetuity  ?  Capable  and  influential  as  we 
shall  conceive  the  Conservatives  to  have  been,  is  their 
country  to  be  deprived  of  their  skill  and  forethought 
simply  because  they  were  unable  to  accord  with  the 
popular  movement  of  the  day,  likely  because  they  deemed 
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it  premature  rather  than  inherently  objectionable ?     Back, 


back  to  the  inactivity  of  private 
solitude,  because  they  came  not 
BCftson  of  perplexity,  even  though  they'  mny  have  more 
Ntatesman-like  brainf*  and  exi>erieii«'e  than  the  chiefs  who 
rendered  undeniable  Hervice  when  the  several  conlrover- 
tiies  were  pending  before   the  public  eye  !     We  fail   to 

nay,   reckon   it  hostile 
■y,  it  is   narrow,   fierce 


see  the  wisdom  of  that  resolve, 
to  the  general  good,  As  a  j)ol 
and  revengeful. 

He  has  read  the  neWMpapern  tfl  little  purpono  who  has 
not  dincovered  that  amtrng  rellRltfun  bodlen  the  tendency 
of  the  day  In  lowttrds  tinion  and 
mm  purpo»»e.      Mvery  one  wouUl 
Protestantism  and  t'atholkism  qu 
am  is  ft  standing  protest  against 


of  the  other ;  fire  and  water  cannot  amalgamate,  though 


they  may  exist   peacefully  apart. 


reckon    an    alliance    between    Tinitarian   and   Unitarian 


k 


life  and  to  woodland 
up  to  the  mArk  in  a 


co-operation  for  a  cniii= 
deem  a  union  between 
le  incompatible,  for  the 
he  characteristic  dogmas 


So   every   one  would 


h  opposite  principles,  at 
ion,  if  it  would  not  be 


bodies  unnatural  :  they  hold  suc| 
least  in  theology,  that  co-opera; 
unseemly,  is  hardly  within  the  bounds  of  probability.  If 
they  would  sink  their  differences  fir  the  sake  of  coalescing, 
the  product  would  be  an  organii;ation  in  which  neither  of 
them,  we  conjecture,  would  see  ariything  to  commend.  But 
we  observe  an  amalgamation  est4blished  between  different 
Presbyterian  bodies  that  stood  long  apart,  and  approaches 
to  union  among  other  kindred  denominations — for  instance, 
the  Free  Church  and  the  United  Presbyterians  of  Scotland. 
This  is  justified  on  the  plea  that  no  vital  principle  really 
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separates  them  in  formula  or  discipline ;  so  to  speak, 
party  lines,  if  they  ever  were  broad,  have  contracted,— in 
fact,  disttppeared,;  and,  therefore,  why  should  the  churches  , 
stand  aloof,  as  if  they  were  stirrounded  by  lmpa«»ible 
barriers  ?  Permitting  common  sense  and  good  feeling 
to  guide  them,  they  strike  hands  and  work  together  in 
the  common  cause,  Onw  apart,  fur  ever  apart,  would 
have  hindered  those  scenes  of  concord  which  have  been 
so  eloquently  commented  upon  in  our  own  land,  and  over 
the  Christian  world.  These  facts  nonie  of  our  politician*! 
forget,  or  cannot  interpret,  even  though  breathing  amongst 
t^eiii,  and  hearing  them  on  high  davM  held  up  to  uti. 
qtialitled  admiration, 

It  U  the  custom  of  ^evetal  gentlemen  cynspicumts 
anmngst  thos@  who  deem  themselves  entitled  to  g  msnti^ 
poly  of  the  designation  "  Reformer,"  to  address  occasionally 
large  assemblies  throughout  the  province,— a  custom  which 
provokes  no  censure  from  this  pen.  Indeed,  the  people 
enjoy  the  seasons,  and  are  indebted  to  the  men  of  mark 
who  set  their  faculties  into  excited,  if  not  always  en- 
lightened activity.  Coalition,  that  has  so  far.  already 
occupied  our  thoughts,  is  dwelt  upon  extensively  by  the 
speakers — in  a  general  way,  however,  without  that  fulness 
and  distinctness  of  detail  which  only  could  give  value  to 
their  lucubrations  and  point  to  their  bolts.  The  hearers 
leave  with  the  impression  that  a  combination  of  the  sort 
is  immoral  and  to  be  anadiema ;  but  why  it  is  so,  and 
why  any  of  our  existing  administrations  are  held  to  par- 
take of  this  character,  does  not  appear,  if  the  reports 
exhibit  a  fair  picture  of  the  meetings.      The  Member  for 
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Lambton  makes  Coalition  liis  sijeciality.  He  approaches 
it  with  bell,  book  and  candle.  He  warms  as  he  enlarges 
on  its  enormity.  And  yet  he  in  indefinite,  and  open  to 
the  ancient  charge  of  .speaking,  though  not  ingeniously, 
about  smoke.  Let  us  avoid  his  example,  and  settle  down 
to  things  real,  distinct  and  tangible. 

As  far  as  effete  appellations  ire  concerned,  there  is  u 
distinction,  for  instance,  betweeii  the  head  of  our  local 
government,  Mr.  John  Sandfie  d  Macdonald,  and  Mr. 
Carling  or  Mr.  M.  C.  Cameron  ;  but  that  is  the  sum  and 
substance  of  the  contrariety.  It  is  in  no  sense  a  combina- 
tion of  antagonisms.  Nothing  is  .shelved  that  they  might 
coalesce.  They  are  perfectly  in  i^ccord  as  to  the  policy  of 
the  administration  ;  and  that  is  of  the  most  liberal  and 
practical  character.  They  are  bent  on  realizing  the 
reforms,  or  improvements,  that  have  long  been  discussed, 
and  long  desired  in  the  province.  They  are  attempting, 
and  with  manifold  success,  to  give  us  the  substance  of 
reform,  while  many  are  howling  loud  over  its  shadow. 
In  their  conjunction  as  a  min  stry  there  is  no  compro- 
mise—oio  sacrifice  of  principle  ;  no  more  than  there  is 
discernible  in  a  Board  of  Tr^e,  or  a  City  Council, 
where  even  opposite  politicians  meet  harmoniously  under 
the  same  roof  to  transact  business  in  which  they  have  a 
common  interest. 

It  is  easy  to   say  that  their 
and   that  in   fact   they  are,   in 

the  contrary,  diametrically  opp(l)sed.  To  say  so  is  one 
thing,  to  prove  it  quite  another.  We  profess  not  to 
judge  the   heart  and   conscience  of  men,   and   base   our 


only  object  is   "office," 
spite   of  protestations   to 
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opinions  exclusively  on  the  sentiments  they  utter,  and  the 
deeds  they  perform.  Estimating  them  in  this  way,  we 
hesitate  not  to  affirm  that  they  are  a  patriotic  government, 
who,  instead  of  jabbering  about  terms,  engage  in  whole- 
some undertakings  for  the  country's  advantage.  They  are 
occupied  in  reform  and  economical  work  ;  and  because 
anterior  to  the  origin  of  the  Cabinet  they  belonged  to 
different  camps,  that  work  must  be  depreciated,  and  them- 
selves bespattered  with  the  most  uncharitable  reflections  I 
Any  so-called  reform  ministry  doing  what  they  have  done, 
would  in  certain  quarters  be  lauded  to  the  skies.  No 
mere  greed  and  ambition  of  office  in  their  case  I  The 
gifts,  so  to  speak,  that  we  have  received  from  the  existing 
administration  are  tainted  by  the  hand  that  distributes 
them.  From  other  fingers  they  would  drop  to  us  redolent 
with  the  odors  X)f  Araby — which  means  that  di\nne  inven- 
tion yclept  party  government. 

We  can  go  higher  than  the  assertion  that  in  the  union 
there  is  no  sacrifice  of  principle ; — and  what  is  immediately 
to  be  written  has  as  much  application  to  the  members  of 
the  Central  as  of  our  Local  Cabinet.  They  are  all,  what- 
ever designations  they  once  bore,  and  are  still  pleased  to 
carry,  united  heart  and  soul  on  the  inestimable  privileges 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  ready  to  defend  them 
with  manly  courage.  \Vhat  sort  of  Canadians  would  they 
be  if  they  were  at  variance  on  these  momentous  issues? 
It  is  easy  to  assert  that  they  hold  opposite  principles  : 
imagination  can  supply  any  materials  to  the  tongue.  Not 
one  of  the  reckless  dogmatists  finds  it  convenient  to  tell 
us  wherein  the  difference  consists.     The  very  statesmen 
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themselves  who,  for  reasons  of  thejir  own,  continue  to  keep 
up  the  verbal  distinction,  would,  we  venture  to   say,   be 


party  titles  they  assume, 
citizens,  that  as  to  the 


baffled  in  an  attempt  to  justify  the 
They  are  aware,  no  less  than  other 
principles,  pointing  towards  liberty,  that  have  created  con- 
flicts in  the  British  community  for  ages,  they  are  at  one, 
and  that  their  very  position  as  dwellers  on  this  continent 
has  placed  them  ahead  of  present  attainments  on  the  soil 
of  our  ancestors.  Questions  unsettled  there  have  received 
their  quietus  in  these  dependenqies ;  and  with  our  free 
institutions,  and  electoral  rights,  brecious  as  gold  to  every 
Canadian,  it  is  nothing  more  thajn  a  delusion  to  set  value 
on  names  that  have  been  deprived  of  their  significance, 
in  virtue  of  the  very  progress  we  have  achieved,  and  which 
no  mortal  alive  amongst  us  wishes  to  drive  back  or  impair. 
In  these  circumstances  we  cannot  fail  to  rejoice,  that 
while  misguided  and  wilful  men,  w^io  cannot  see  where  the 
vast  changes  have  left  us,  go  froifi  place  to  pljice  uttering 
philippics  against  Coalition  and  coalitionists,  and  unfurling 
musty  banners  that  speak  only  0f  what  has  passed  into 
the  archives  of  history,  our  ministers  are  attending  to  the 
business  of  the  country,  and  by  d|i verse  methods  rendering 
it  more  attractive  to  the  stranger,  and  more  a  pride  to  its 
inhabitants.  The  champions  of]  reform,  as  they  esteem 
themselves,  have  gone  all  to  wirid  and  "  old  clo' !"  An 
acre  of  swamp  deprived  of  its  unwholesome  moisture  is 
worth  a  ship  load  of  their  speeclies  about  immoral  party 
combinations.  It  is  not  a  matter  for  which  we  have  any 
responsibility,  yet  we  regret  sincjerely  to  witness  so  much 
talent,  that  might  be  usefully  employed,  turning  round  and 
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round  on  itself,  blowing  chaff — and  only  chaff — to  every 
point  of  the  compass. 

When  great  principles  are  at  stake  in  a  cornmunity,  the 
concessions  demanded  are  uppermost  in  the  public  mind, 
and  men,  even  the  conspicuous  agents  in  the  crisis,  occupy 
a  subordinate  place.     No  vital  issue  at  stake,  men  are  all 
the  topic,  and   disappointed   partyism   sinks  into  faction. 
The  writer  of  these  paragraphs  is  old  enough  to  recollect 
with  considerable  distinctness  the  first  great  reform  agita- 
tion when  William   IV.  was  king.     It  is  true,  there  were 
popular  champions — Earl  Grey,  Lord  Brougham,  and  other 
famous  names  ;   but  the  thing  asked  was  the  chief  concern. 
It  towered  above  all  the  heroes,  and  the  community  in- 
stinctively put  them  in  their  place.     But  with  us,  men  and 
office  are  the  chief  points  of  interest  and  talk,   because 
there  is  nothing  of  moment  to  contend  about ;  no  battle 
for  right  to  draw  the  sword  in.      Hence  the  cry  against 
the   structure   of   our   cabinets, — the   everlasting   harping 
on  the  incident  that  certain  individuals,   pronouAced   by 
the  musicians  fit  only  for  ostracism,  enter  into  their  com- 
position.     In  Mr.   John   S.   Macdonald's   administration, 
Mr.   Carling   and   Mr.  M.  C.  Cameron  are  the  eye-sores 
of  the  discontented  ;  and  its  economical  management  and 
useful  measures  count  for  nothing.      These  measures  are 
all  practical,  rather  of  a  materialistic  class  necessarily,  and 
it  is  difficult  to  get  enthusiastic  over  summary  trials  and 
experimental   townships,  over  the  building  of  an  asylum, 
or  the  draining  of  a  morass.     The  two  were  once  ranked 
among  Conservatives ;  they  used  to  vote  straight  against 
our  radicals  in  days  gone  by,  when  party  spjjrit  was  lashing 
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like  the  sea  ;  and  because  they  did  st,  the  separation  that 
formerly  existed  must  be  eternal !  The  spite— keen,  relent- 
less and  undignified— is  at  them,  not  at  the  measures  they 
produce ;  at  them,  for  being  where  tl>ey  are,  and  especially 
at  the  head  of  the  Cabinet,  because,  with  daring  pre- 
sumption,  he   invited   them  to  share  in  his  public   toils. 


This  is  very  like  Patriotism   gone 
*  in  the  stage  of  maudlin  fury. 


Co  the   dogs  ;   Faction 


I. 
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ECLECTICISM  IN  CABINETS. 

Now  that  the  great  principles  of  free  government  are 
accepted  universally  over  the  Confederation,  and  we  indi- 
vidually enjoy  complete  liberty,  and  have  local  and  general 
ministers  to  extol  and  abuse,  it  is  time  for  us  to  inquire 
if  the  eclectic  or  combination  method  of  forming  cabinets 
Ls  not  the  only  sensible  one  in  our  fortunate  circumstances. 
About  the  past,  we  need  not  trouble  ourselves  much. 
The  party  method  may  have  wrought  well  in  years  past, 
and  now,  times  being  altered,  we  suggest  that  the  plan 
after  whicli  administrations  have  been  composed  may  be 
profitably  changed  too.  That  plan  is,  as  Mr.  Alexander 
Mackenzie  once  observed,  "  time-honored"  by  our  fathers  ; 
and  who  does  not  know  that  a  good  many  things  that 
have  long  lieen  respected  at  home  are  beginning,  under 
the  ratth'ng  musketry  of  public  criticism,  to  show  their 
flanks  ?  Many  of  ihcm, — rotten-boroughs  and  wealth- 
yielding  monopolies,  for  example, --are  ofT,  like  wild 
buffaloes  on  ihc  prairio,  nf.'vcr  ngain  to  show  ihemselves 
in  respectable  society.  l,et  party  government  be  called 
Up  for  trial  by  our  inielligciu  people,  and  they  will,  on 
patient  inquiry,  consign  it  to  the  tomb  of  all  the  CapuletH. 
In  thli  age,  whatever  Ih  not  of  asbeHtoii  iti  fated  to  be 
burned ;  and  the  old  cabinet  system  will  not  atand  the ; 
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fiery  ordeal  to  which  the  commk)n  sense  of  the  countr>' 
will  yet  demand  that  it  be  subjected.  We  have  made  a 
capital  commencement-entered  f  practical  protest  agamst 
its  continuance,  and  we  trust  th^  protest  will  not  be  with- 
drawn. The  Eclectic  plan  exacily  answers  our  situation 
,     ,    :*„ui..  .-nrtii  nrn  i'nund.  and  whatever  nw 


bund,  and  whatever  may 

imes  past,  let  them  have 

:  and  if  they  are  endowed 


and  wherever  suitable  men  arc 
have  been  their  party  labels  in 
the  management  of  our  concerns  . 

with  talent  and  courage,  with  tact  and  foresight,  with  pru- 
dence and  ability  to  discern  the  signs  of  the  times,  with 
business  capacity  and  diligence,  ihey  are  just  th»  ministers 
who  will  do  honor  to  our  instit^itions  and  lasting  ser^'lce 
to  the  state. 

"  riscWea  but  tt»  Tiu'.h,  to 


Liberty  and  Law," 


the  country  i«  safe  in  their  custody ;  and  it  has  intelligence 


now,  and  opportunity  now,  to 
and  true  to  thtir  oulliH  of  oiXivv. 


the  theory  of  «u»'  CubinulH,  mi  with  ilie  vmum  peNonali  y. 


keep  them  at  their  work, 
We  deal  only  here  with 


ftru  no  Uoniel,  no  Rhadu- 
hey  have  judges  manifold, 
in  standard  scales,  or  by 
ommandments  before  their 
nd,  und  the  blessed  thing 


As  to  the  miniHters  in  power,  wc 
mantbus  come  to  judgment,    'if 
Rnd  are  not  invariably  weighed 
those  who  have  a  feur  of  the  C  ( 

eyes.     It  is  the  fate  of  their  k  i...,  «..^  ...~  •-- _  ^- 

called  Party  has  helped  to  e|nbiltcr  their  lives,  ihey 
deserve  a  modicum  of  sympathy,  for  their  enemies  com- 
prehend  not  the  sweetness  of  m  jrcy,  and  twist  their  actions 
into  the  most  hideous  forms.  I'heir  skin  ought  to  resemble 
that  of  a  rhinoceros.  A  Premier  especially,  though  fur- 
nished with  the  prudent  judgment  and  the  blandishments 
of  Ulysses,  is  an  unhappy  mortal,  ordamed  to  be  bated, 
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bastinadoed  and  gridironed,-the  legitimate  mark  of  those 
who  "  shoot  folly  as  it  flies,"  and  wisdom  where  it  stands. 
Everything  must  be  attempted  to  break  his  power,  by  . 
lessening  confidence  in  his  rule  ;  and  all  that  some  other 
unfortunate  may  seize  his  place  to  have  incense  burned 
before  his  nose  by  friends  and  suppliants,  and  to  endure 
from  the  enemy—"  the  organized  opposition"— the  very 
torture  his  predecessor  underwent,  and  which   hkely  he 

aided  to  inflict. 

In  his  Strathroy  speech,  during  the  election  contest  for 
the  Local  House,  Mr.  Mackenzie  said  :~"  Now,  what  he 
"  held  was  this  :  there  must  be  great  political  parties  m 
"  all  countries."  The  doctrine  is  common  among  politi- 
cians of  his  class.  We  have  the  audacity  to  call  it  in 
question,  although  this-"  fee,  fo,  fum  ! -may  smell  rank 
of  heresy.     Macaulay  sings  "  the  brave  days  of  old, 

' '  Wh«n  none  >^m  for  a  party,       , 
Itijt  all  were  for  the  nt^tf." 

And  that  was  in  Pagan  Home,  before  printing  and 'Moynl 
oppositions"  were  heard  of.  Would  Canada  suffer  were 
such  days  to  dawn  on  her  history?  There's  no  "mtjst 
about  the  business;  at  all  events,  there  is  no  admissible 
«•  must"  here,  i'arties  may  arise  when  as  yet  unknown 
Muestions  start  into  being  suggesting  the  wisdom  of  an 
organization  to  carry  them  on  till  they  are  embodted  »n 
legislation ;  then,  of  course,  to  vanish,  like  anti-slavery 
societies,  and  voluntary  societies,  and  corn-law  leagues, 
when  their  task  Is  finished.  But  in  the  nature  of  things 
they  are  temporary— not  enduring— organizations,  like  the 
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armies  of  the  North  that  demolishi-'d  the  slttveoeracy,  and 
then  melted  back  into  the  peaceful  ranks  of  industriouN 
citizenship.  Principles,  definite  an 
basis  for  jjarties  ;  but  they  beco 
mockery  after    their    purposcB  are 


rj  jicoiiliar,  are  the  only 
ne  a  nuisance  and  a 
completed.      We  have 


,p«hown,  with  abundance  of  illjiKlr Ulcm,  that  our  two 
Conservative  and  Reform  have  jlayeil  their  pari,  and 
nhould  now  be  carried  i|uleily  ulT  tlie  boardn.  It  in  wor»y 
than  fully  U»  etidtntvout  tugaivnui/e  lliein  Into  frahh  vltrtlll)". 
AHd  of  tliJK  (^imvli  tlyn  wy  ( uiiiuH  \\^  d^'itilvyd,  tlud  iih»uld 
/»«  liiK^jiyiihMrN  »i  any  limy  iippntF,  Iby  jiflin  In  all  nn  tht» 
ruuntry'N  Mdii, 

It  i>i  iwtural  for  a  man  wlip  filLi  the  diiitintriiUhed 
place  of  a  leader  in  any  ilivihion  nf  mir  political  army,  to 
upeak   in   birong  terms  of  ))arly  ifs  a  sage  and  masterly 
device  for  guaranteeing  good  govermncnt  and  protecting 
the  liberties  o/  the   people,      'JVi    act    otherwise   would 
outrage  his  friends,   and  be  a  cionfesiion,  in   a  political 
sense,  of  personal   weakness.       l-'vcrything  conspires  to 
build   him   up   in    the   faith    u\    :he    utility   of   such    an 
organization-;   his   thoughts  have  revolved  round  it,   and 
his   honorable   aspirations   have   counted  on   its  strength. 
Hut  while  our  opposition  chieftains  are  fanning  the  flame 
of  rivalry    in    the    hearts   of    their   admirers,    we   do   not 
find    still   greater    men    always   expressing    themselves   so 
clear  on    the   benefits    accniing    from    the    sectionalizing 
method.      In   February,    1866,  speaking  of  Ireland,    Mr. 
John  Bright  uttered  these  memorable  words:— 

•'  I  believe  if  we  could  divest  ourselves  of  the  feelings 
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"engendered   by  party   strife,  we    might   come   to   some 
'*  better  results." 

And  after  eulogizing  Mr.  Gladstone,  not  then  his  colleague, 
he  continued  in  this  strain  : 

"  Take  the  right  lion,  gentleman  opposite,  the  leader 
"uf  the  OppoHitlun  (Mr.  Dinfadi) ;  is  therein  any  Legis- 
"lallve  Aft»«mbly  In  thin  world  at  the  prenent  moment  a 
"iflttrt  lytttling  MiJ  UpjHmllimi  of  mure  geiiluft  fur  hU  pnsl^ 
"  ti«n,  who  has  ylvert  priinf  in  yvery  way  but  uny  oh  whkh 
•*  proof  pan  bp  Klvyn,  that  by  In  t^ompylym  to  thy  \\\^\^A 
M  dudPN  of  the  hight'sf  o(ney»  of  thy  Htaty  ?  Wyll,  Imt 
»♦  these  men,--  great  men,  whom  we  on  this  side  and  yon 
••  on  that  side,  to  a  large  extent,  admire  and  follow,  yiy^/ 

"/<"'  ''^''''•>  «"'^  ''i*^  '■'^'^^''^  i'*  ^'^'-'y  **'^  alternately,  one  on  this 
"  side  and  one  on  that.  Hut  suppose  it  were  possible  for 
"these  ?nen,  with  their  intellects,  with  their  far-reaching 
"  viswn,  to  examine  this  question  thoroughly,  and  to  say 
"  whether  this  leads  to  office  and  to  this  miserable  notoriety 
"  that  men  call  (iime,  which  springs  from  office,  we  will  act 
"  with  loyalty  to  the  Sovereign  and  justice  to  the  People  ; 
"and  if  it  be  possible  we  will  make  Ireland  a  strength  and 
"  not  a  weakness  to  the  British  Kmpire  :  But  it  is  for  this 
^'fighting  with  party  and  for  party,  and  for  the  gains  ivhich 
''party  gives,  thai  there  is  so  little  result  from  the  intellects 
"  of  such  men  as  these." 

We  reckon  it  no  act  of  generosity  to  admit  that  there 
are  some  names  among  the  Opposition  that  would  do 
honor,  on  the  score  of  talents,  earnestness  and  integrity. 
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It  Is  ntii  ill  liuiiuin 
w  mitpmlttilitiiR  (Vnm 


in  tthy  of  «»if   CublflPln.      'I'lje  to» 
ht'rtJft  (»f  tlieir  rouHNPl,  Init  we  vprll)j 
l»m  i>f  fln  (ulininlstmiiun,  tht'lr  >.|.lurp  of  us^fVilnys'^  would 
\iv  wlUyly  i^stt-nUod,    While  tha  mftr  ift  ami  rivalry  of  party 
ruiUlnui^H,  no  miniblry  will  an  tpt   HiiHgi-'Htions  uh  readily 
friim  o|i|ii)ntntH  aH  tliey  wdiiM  (Voi  i  tlio  mwm  HLlUleiiu'ii 
Wfiv  llii')' ill  ollii  I!  ailing  Willi  llu'lij 
hdliife  fur  a  i^nveriimeiil   to  wehui 
\\um  who  i^lory  in  eviiry  ( oi^fytilo  i  iiiiidt*,  and  Ih  every 
f^Hftn^e  10  m\wp  miiiisitrirtl  \wm^^,     Indeed,  we  mu 
PftMly  tinpp«>»e  that  ocrasioHfilly  hints  tluU  might  he  hene- 
f\iU\   810   disrpyardfa    «im)ily  because    they  happen  to 
proieed  fr^Jin  an  unfriendly  tpjartei.     That  ought  not  to 
he,  one  niay  interpose  ;   but  then  it  is  a  very  probable 
occurrence  with   frail   human   nature,    and    this  vaunted 
partyisni  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  evil.     Mr.  Bright  informs 
us  of  what  he  witnessed  in  the  Hojsc  of  Conunons,  while 


in   the  case   of  superb 

Why  sliould  we  per- 

hy  should  his  country 


he  deplored  the  meagre  results, 
intellects,  that  met  his  observatioi 
petuate  the  wasteful  system  ?  W 
be  deprived  of  the  l)est  services  \k'hich  any  of  our  gifted 
stiitesmen  can  bring  at  her  sununons  ?  On  them  be  the 
\  responsibility  of  keeping  back  wha|  might  prove  so  advan- 
tageous to  the  general  interest. 

We  are  aware  of  the  bondage 
though  tht-y  will  not   own  to   the 
the  sake  rif  it  country  dear  to  us  n 
and  jiroiid  t-rtt-ebh  we  could  wisl 


idt?.  /The  pMiiH  Mf  \mm  dial  FiiMwiH»»  ihem  is  dellP3le. 


ill  which  they  are  held, 
confinement  ;  uiul  for 

I,  starting  on  its  young 
th«y  writild  lt?rtp  mk 

rt  liijiilii^f  m\'\^ti  IH  lit* 
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but  fftlse.     Some  would  brnnd  them  its  trailers  i  their 
country  wotil(5  Nolace  them  with  liincere  eomme»drtllon«^. 
Ofnce  I    Not  it^  emolument:*,  but  the  opportunity  of  pfu= 
dently  guiding  the  national  hteps,  anil  rendering  afler  ages 
their  debtorfj  for  BUgrtciouH  meafiuren  that  time  In  \U  pro- 
gresB  unfolded  in  their  uiiliiy.    llcttor,  much  beitur,  In  the 
Mttt-nf  udminUiratlvu  Matcflmanshlp,   than  I'^ggeratlng 
ivary  ^ovprnnuinirtl  error,   mnnlrulng  vvcryihing  to  the 
reproat  h  of  hii^h  u\]\m%  wjm  surely  hAVk<  ttn  eipittl  Interwut 
in  their  country  and  In  their  own  personal  reputation  with 
their  opponents  j  and  concocting  clap-trap  motions,  if  pos^ 
sible  to  catch  them  in  a  moment  of  weakness  and  per- 
jjlexity.    Men  aspiring  to  be  ministers  of  the  Crown  should 
never  descend  to  the  level  of  tricksters,  even  if  they  will 
not  burst  their  trammels  and  co-operate  with  those  who  are 
constitutionally  entrusted  with  national  affairs. 


PARTY    IN    KN(; 


'luK  "  liiuf-honorcd  bystcm  in   Kn 
heard    Mr.    bright   pour    a   wail   t 
sorrow   from  tlic   depths  of  his 
mending   itself  to   independent  ref 
Even  before  the  words  we  have  j 
signs  liad  l)een  noted  of  a  slight  ji 
call    it,    in    the    long-established 
sentence  from  the  last  page  of  May 
record  of  these  :  it  occurs  in  the  c 
on    the   oratory   of    the    IfoiiHc   of 
thiH  : 


"  Jiut,  {j(  kw  yt'tn'n,  ijulependt'iu 
"farmed,  tmd  biiNineHi*4ike,    rt?pre«(»nting  large  interests, 
"  more  reNpon^ihle  in  conHtituent«,  and  /fu  dn'oh'ti  lo  /Hir(v 
"  (•/lit'/ji,     living  in  the  public   eye, 

"  tinctions,     have  eagerly  jiressed  forwrtfd,  and  claimed  a 
"  hearing.  ' 


J 


LAND. 


gland,"  over  which  we 

f   disappointment   and 

noble  heart,  is  not  com- 

ecti\e  minds  at  home. 

ust  quoted  were  uttered, 

iiniendment,  as  we  would 

pi|rty  domination.      One 

's  first  volume  makes  a 

course  of  some  remarks 

C'nmmnnH,   and   rum* 


nit'inliiJrM,     iunive,  m= 


Doubt  as  lu  iIr'   boa-^led  utility 
the  increase  among  liriiish  ihinkei 
astoniKhcK  us.     Noticing  a  work  uittiilcd  '•  Political  Prob- 
Umi  of  our  Age  and  Country,"  by  Mr.  Greg,  the  litofiry 


of  party  is  clearly  on 
4,  an<l  this  in  no  way 
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W^rfd  (Sept.,  1870)  has  this  Nummary  of  one  cHiay  Imhe 
volume,  whirh  Ih  entitled  to  conNiderate  attention  k 

"  The;  e^Jct  of  government  by  party  ix  very  ably  an'a- 
"  ly/ed  :  he  shows  conclusively,  that  whatever  good  may 
•'  have  iresulted  from  it  in  past   times,   its  most  obvioiw 
•'  characteristic  now  is  that  it  prevents  breadth,  largeness 
'•  of  patience,  and  a  regard  to  permanent  duration  in  our 
"legislative  measures.      Creat  measures  recpiire  long  pre- 
"paration,  thorough  inquiry^,  often   also   tentative  e.xperi- 
"meius,  and  a  large  amountof  confidence  and  co-operation 
"from  all  parts  of  the  State.      lUit  neither  Liberals  nor 
''Conservatives   can    secure  this   from    each  other.      'J'he 
"  mistakes  of  the  government  are  invariably  regarded  by 
"the   Opposition,    first   and   chiefly,   as   an   occasion   for 
"  securing  power  and    ottice   for   themselves.     Hence,  in- 
"  stead  of  strengthening  what  is  likely  to  be  for  the  good 
"  of  the  nation,  amending  what  in  imperfect,  and  removing, 
■after  niir  tlh.'UBNion,  what  neeniN  impractimtble  or  imwise, 
every  mistake  In  dragged  into  deluNive  prgminenee,  and  a 
■great  ineaMure  i>i  loHt,  and  perhaps  a  ministry  displaced, 
'  on  the  ground  of  some  petty  detail  mtt?rly  irrelevant  to 
•the  great  issue," 
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In  the  second  volume  of  May's    History  there  is  an  in 


ch  we  would  recommend 
le  general  question.     Ho 


forming  chapter  on  "  Party,"  wh 
to  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  t 
narrates,  with  fulness  of  knowledge  and  discrimination, 
the  rise  of  English  parties  and  tHeir  lines  of  dernarcation, 
their  successes  and  defeats,  their  'intemiixtures  arid  separa- 
tions, their  strifes  and  ambitions,  their  progress'and  modifi- 
cations. It  is  frankly  admitted  by  him  that  "  in  the  history 
of^parties  there  is  much  to  deplore  and  condemn  ;"  holding, 
k^ever,  that  there  is  "  more  to  approve  and  commend.' 
is  accumulative  statement  of  the  evils  is  more  than  im- 
pressive, and  when  read  in  conj|imction  with  Mr.  Bright's 
testimony  formerly  adduced,  ou|ht  to  convince  reflective 
minds  that  the  "  time-honored  ^ystem  "  is  one  of  whose 
inherent  wisdom  doubt  may  we 
indictment : — 


"  We  observe  the  evil  passions  of  our  nature  aroused,; — 
"  *  envy,  hatred,  malice  and  all  ur  charitableness  I'  ^'e  see 
"  the  foremost  of  our  fellow-countrymen  contendi*^  with 
"the  bitterness  of  foreign  eneipies,  reviling  each  other 
"  with  cruel   words,  misjudging   the   conduct   of  eminent 


1  be  excused.     Hear  his 
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statesmen,  and  pursuing  them  with  vindictive  animosity. 
We  see  the  whole  nation  stirred^'with  sentiments  of  anger 
and  hostility.  We  find  factious  violence  overcoming 
patriotism,  and  ambition  and  self-interest  prevailing  over 
the  highest  obligations  to  the  State.  AVe  reflect  that 
party  rule  excludes  one-half  of  our  statesmen  from  the 
sei-vice  of  their  countrj',  and  condemns  them — however 
wise  and  capable — to  comparative  obscurity  and  neglect. 
We  grieve  that  the  first  minds  of  every,  age  should  have 
been  occupied  in  collision  and  angry  conflict,  instead  of 
laboring  together  for  the  common  weal"     (p.  loo.) 


Ht^ving  introduced  what  he  delivers  on  the  evils  of 
party,  it  is  only  fair  to  present  his  estimate  of  its  benefits  ; 
and  we  observe  no  passage  in  its  favor  betttv  than  the 
following,  immediately  succeeding  the  one  just  quoted  :-:- 


"  But,  on  the  other  side,  we  find  that  government  without 
party  is  absolutism—that  rulers,  without  opposition,  may 
be  despots.  We  recognize  in  the  fierce  contentions  of 
our  ancestors  the  conflict  of  great  principles,  and  the/nal 
triumph  of  freedom.  We  glory  in  the  eloquence  and  noble 
sentiments  which  the  rivalry  of  contending  statesmen 
has  inspired.  We  admire  the  courage  with  which  power 
has  been  resisted,  and  the  manly  resolution  and  persis- 
tence by  which  popular  rights  have  been  established. — 
\\^e  observe  that,  while  the  undue  influence  of  the  crown 
has  been  restrained,  democracy  has  also  been  held  in 
check.  We  exult  in  the  final  success  of  men  who  have 
suffered  in  the  good  cause.      We  admire  the  generous 


•/  ■ 
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"  friendship,  fidelity  and  self  sacHfice 
"  patriotism,  which  the  honorabk 
'•  called  forth.     We  perceive  tha 
'*  serve  the  country  far  better  t 
"  where,  its  principles  are  right,  t 
'♦  roent  and  discussion   truth  is 
"  is  expressed,  and  a  free  jjeoplc 
•'  ment.     We  feel  that  party  is 
"  institutions.      Kvery  interest, 
"  and  sentiment,  finds  cxpressioi 
"  but  the  minority  is  never  wi 
"  tation  and  hope.     Such  being 
"  of  party,  who  can  doubt  thai 
•'  Who  can  fail  to  rccogni/e  in 
'•  of  freedom  ?" -  (pp.  loo,  loi.) 


On  calmly  reviewing   these 
may  be  raised.  Do  the  benefits 


evils  as  to  provide  a  satisfactory  defence  of  the  scheme 


under  which  all  this  wickedness 
misfortune  takes  its  origin  ? 
price  to  pay  for  the  gains,  and  more  especially  when  we 
reflect  that  the  same  happy  rt  suits  might  possibly  havt 
been  achieved  if  there  had  been  earnest  oi)position  in  the 
people's  interest  without  the  opposition  o(  party.  It  may 
be  said  tiie  evils  are  transient,  but  the  good  is  enduring. 
Vheir  transiency  may  be  fairly  disputed  :  that  any  evils  of 
magnitude  are  ever  of  such  a  :haracter  in  their  influence 
on  the  fortunes  of  a  country  ou^ht  to  be  a  matter  of  doubt. 
And  then  to  a  great  extent  arc  not  identical  scandals  re- 


akin  to  loyalty  and 

sentiments  of  party  have 

an  opposition  may  often 

lan  a  ministry  ;  and  that 

ley  will  prevail.     By  argu- 

discovered,  public  opinion 

are  trained  to  self-govern- 

essential  to  representative 

principle,  opinion,    theory 

The  majority  governs  ; 

hout  Hympftthy,  represen- 

the  two  opposite  uspuets 

good  prevails  over  evil? 

jjarly  the  very  life-blood 


two  accounts,  a  (picstion 
so  far  counterbalance  the 


and  outrage  and  national 
our  Uiinking  it  is  a  terrible 


f    n 
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pcatcd  at  this  moment  on  the  same  scene  ?  Were  party, 
in  its  exact  sense,  cancelled  to-morrow,  the  wrongs  inflicted 
in  its  name  on  the  commonwealth  would  endure,  one  may 
safely  maintain,  long  after  the  actors  of  the  period  had 
ceased  to  breathe.  Upon  the  whole,  the  device  of  party 
seems  fairly  open  to  the  charge  of  doing  evil  that  good 
may  come,  about  which  two  opinions  are  not  found  with 
reliable  ethical  iiuthorities  ;  unless,  as  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton said  of  religion  and  war,  morality  has  nothing  to  do 
with  politics.  Only  if  party  was  a  duty- an  inevitable 
ntTCBsily  and  obligation  -tan  it  be  freed  from  respon- 
silMlity  in  cnnnectitm  with  the  oils  produced  by  its  action 
w  ithin  the  circle  of  conscience  and  morality. 

Does  it  not  strike  the  attentive  reader  ihnl  while  the 
first  exlraj't  on  the  evils  of  jtarly  is  very  explicit  and 
devoid  of  all  con(\ision  in  the  ideas  and  language,— of  the 
second  as  much  can  scarcely  be  allowed  with  e(|ual  justice  ? 
All  through  it  there  is  a  haziness  about  the  term  "  oppo-. 
sition  ;"  haziness,  at  all  events,  to  us  who  can,  without 
dirticulty,  iiwigine  an  opposition  not  taking  the  hue  and 
texture  of  party  or  organized  opp(^siiion.  •'  Rulers,"  he 
says,  "without  opposition,  may  be  desjjots,"  and  likely 
would  if  they  get  everything  their  own  way.  But  why 
should  they  have  that ?  In  an  assembly  like  the  English 
Parliament,  can  they  ever  have  an  opportunity  of  the  kind 
now?  The  same  confusion  creeps  out  further  on  when 
he  proceeds  :—  "  By  argument  and  discussion  truth  is  dis- 
<:overed,  public  opinion  is  expressed."  Shut  off  discussion, 
— forbid  the  expression  of  public  sentiment,  ajid  if  the 
government   is   not   despotical,   it  may   assume   that   ro/e 


immediately  wiiliout  restraint.  Hut  then,  dissentient  views 
and  arguments,  though  oppositior  in  their  very  nature,  arc 
not  necessarily  party  opposition,  ii  the  correct  acceptation 
of  the  term.  Discussion  may  aiisc  without  being  party 
discussion  :  opposition  there  may 
sition  ;  and  while  every  rational  icreaturc  will  approve  of 
the  first,  as  a  means  of  eliminating  truth,  some  may  enter- 
tain grave  scruples  as  to  the  Jxpediency  of  the  last.™ 
Though  there  existed  no  political  .sections  in  the  Hritish 
Mouse  of  Commons  at  this  momJnt,  '•  every  interest,  prin- 
ciple, opinion,  theory  and  sentiment,"  would  infallibly  find 
utterance  ;  and  it  is  taxing  our  crt^dulity  to  affimi  that  party 
secures  all  this,  for  the  people  jand  their  rejiresentatives 
would  insist  on  it,  though  party  \ient  down  the  wind.     In 


ly  or  not—took  the  fomi 
more  correcdy,  opposing 


the  bid  country,  opposition— wise 
of  |:iarty  ;  or,  to-  state  the  case 
views  based  on  cardinal  principles  called  parties  into  exis- 
tence, and  they  have  slnigglecl  on  with  most  evident 
advantage,  we  admit  gladly,  to 
■  let   us   recollect   the   distinction 


party  opposition,  and  not  confou  iid  things  that  differ  ; — on 


a  future  section. 


which  a  little  more  is  reserved  for 

Let  it  be  observed,  moreover,   that  the  writer  whose 
words  we  are  considering  alway:;  supposes  that  his  oppo 
sition,  as  a  party,  is  based  on  principle,  and  when  "  it: 
jjrinciples  are  right,"  as  a  student  of  history,  he  feels  war- 
ranted to  predict  that  "  they  will  prevail.''     Party  without 
principles  he  clearly  docs  not 
never  dreamt  of  it,  more  than 
king,  or  a  Nhip  without  n  hold. 


the  i)opular  cause.     But 
between   opposition  and 


understand,      i.ikcly  he 
of  II  monnrrhy  without  a 
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According  lo  the  Kanu-  authority  :  -  "  It  is  one  oi  the  firxl 
"  uics  of  parly  to  divide  the  governing  tlaf*seH,  and  leave 
**  one  section  to  support  ihe  authority  of  the  stale,  and  the 
"  other  to  protect  the  rights  of  ihe  people."-  (p.  50.) 

Mark  it  well,  this  is  one  of  the  /nV  uses  of  party,  and 
one  that  can  have  no  existence  here.  >\'hat  governing 
classes,  like  the  great  aristocrati(-  families  in  l-'.ngland,  have 
we  to  set  by  the  ears?  Ho  not  all  ranks  with  us  support 
the  authority  of  the  state,  and  all  stand  up  for  the  defence 
pf  the  rights  of  the  people-  in  other  words,  for  /Mr  im'ii ' 
tights?  Hereditary  rulers  are  unknown  in  the  New  Do- 
minion; and,  judging  by  appearances,  Mr.  (lladstone  is, 
with  swift  hand,  paving  the  way  for  their  dismissal  from 
their  ancient  functions  in  the  parent  land.  So  party  will 
soon  have  one  apology  less  even  in  its  old  retreats. 

Nor  will  it  do  to  alter  the  sentence  and  read  it  thus  : — 
Party  with  us  dividenhe  representatives,  and  leaves  one 
section  to  support  the  authority  of  the  state,  and  the  other 
to  protect  the  rights  of  the  people.  No  ;  for  both  parties, 
as  divisions  stand,  are  e(iually  loyal  in  ujiholding  the  state 
or  supreme  power;  and  both  are  instinctively  moved  to 
guard  the  rights  of  the  people.  Why  ?  Because  they  are 
of  the  people,  and  represent  the  people,  and  are  respon- 
sible t&  the  people,  whether  they  are  in  power  or  not. 

It  may  be  thought  presumptuous  on  our  part  to  dissent 
from  the  verdict  that  '*  parties  are  inseparable  from  parlia- 
mentary government'  (p.  18),  and  that  they  are  "  the  very 
life-blood  of  freedom"  (p.  101);  nevcrtheles.%  we  are  con- 
•trttined  to  do  no  out  of  respect  to  o\it  own  convictions. 
And  wc  dlK^em  the  more  readily  in  consequence  of  the 
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pttlpuble  confusion  in  Mr.   Mny's  phraseology  concerning 
party  nnd  opposition,  an  already  explained.    That  organized 
particH  have  doi|e  great  service  in  j)arliamentary  govern- 
ment, we  concedb  frankly  ;  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
same  results  to  have  been  arrived  at  in  any  other  way, 
we  are  not  prepared  to  admit.      No  other   method   was 
tried,  and  as  a  consequence  no  comparison  can  be  insti- 
tuted.      Probal)ly   party   a.s    it    has   been   developed   and 
wrought  out  was  the  best  in  the  circumstances ;  and,  for 
the  present,  on  the  absl^fact  merits  of  the  general  scheme 
we  are  not  at  war  with  any  indiv  dual.     Only  we  stagger 
at  the  doctrine   that  party,   propefly  so  described,   is   in- 
separable from    parliamentary  government.      We  think  it 
is  not  inseparable  ;  we  hope  it  is  ncbt.     Oi^  author  him.self 
says  : — "  Parties   have  risen   and   fallen  ;    but   institutions 
have  remained   unshaken"  (p.    i8);   and  if  other  parties, 
say  those  that  exist, — whose   very  names  are  with  some 
yonder,  as  here,  a  fetish  to  be  clasped  to  their  dying  day,— 
disappear,  parliament  and  other  frge  institutions  may  even 
then  be  expected  onge  more  to  survive  the  changes  around 
them.    Where  there  are  no  distinct  and  fundamental  prin-* 
ciples  dividing  partieN,  an  with  iit,  'must  they  not  cease 
everywhere  to  have  an  apology  fcr  continued  existence? 
I'lven  then,  amid   unrestricteil  discussion,    representati^v, 
■government  would  proceed,  and  the  life-blood  of  freedHf 
flow  through  nil  the  arteries  and  vkis  of  the  body  politic, 
Surely  nations,  educated  and  enfriinchised,   will   learn,  as 
nations,  to  apprize  liberty  bee  au.se  jthey  possess  it ;  and  to 
hold  the  sacred  boon  with  a  firm  grasp,   and  that  grasp 
their  own,  and  thank  no  one  to  kjeep  it  for  them. 


I\ 


OPPOSITION. 

DELiGHTFUh  era  for  ministers  !  a  voice  exclaims  ;  no  more 
opposition,  and  trade  winds  all  the  year  round  !  We  can't 
tell  what  a  silly*  or  disingenuous  mind  may  conceive,  no 
more  than  for  what  design  the  weevil  or  the  carculio  were 
created.  Opposition  no  longer  !  Why,  diversity  of  opinion 
is  simply  inevitajjle.  Start  any  question,  however  insignifi- 
cant, and  men  range  themselves  at  once,  some  guided  by 
intelligence,  and  some  possibly  by  conceit.  There  are  two 
sides  to  every  question,  and,  what  is  very  strange  to  the 
unreflecting,  in  many  cases  much  may  be  brought  forward 
on  both  sides,  even  when  the  most  sublime  themes  are 
in  debate.  The  author  has  been  in  an  apartment  in  which 
there  were  five  windows  with  curiously  tinted  glass  in  four 
of  them.  Looking  through  one,  the  landscape  appeared 
^s  in  spring,  the  second  threw  over  it  the  aspect  of  siim- 
mer,  the  third  that  of  autumn,  and  the  fourth  imparted 
flfepit  the  frosty  semblance  of  winter ;  only  he  who  viewed 
^^from  the  fifth,  furnished  with  the  purest  glass,  beheld 
the  scene  as  it  actually  was.  Subjects  are  viewed  by 
men  in  a  similar  way ;  and,  somehow,  few  of  us  reach  the 
untinged  medium  of  vision,  or,  better  still,  get  the  case- 
ment itself  thrown  open.  It  is  not,  however,  for  oppo- 
sition that  the  advocates  of  party  contend,  without  which 
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cntly,   it  is  not  given  to 

in    the   absence  of  party 

and  a  left   are  like  the 


there  would  be  no  freedom  whatever :  they  insist  on  an 
organized  opposition,  believing  i:  essential  to  the  dearest 
interests  of  the  country.  Appai 
them  to  understand  oi)position 
opposition.  AVith  them,  a  right 
Siamese  twins.  They  cannot  thist  each  other  to  exer- 
cise free  thought, — to  judge  of  men  and  proposals  by 
their  merits ;  they  must  be  enrolled  in  battalions,  and 
each  take  its  cue  or  command  from  a  leader.  Follow 
him  not  on  what  is  denominated  ft  parly  question,  If  you 
dtirf !  He  has  frowns  and  othcrj  tcrrofii  at  his  comtnand. 
Ofoann,  black-letter,  reading  outl  niartyrdnm,  elNewhere ! 
Th«  H@use  meetH,  and  In  tnatih  the  Opt^^Nlil^h,  ttnii 
lit  th@r@  r^ady  \^  uttat^^k  inlnlNt^fN  and  tli^ir  ni9»§ur@Nj 
ntver,  If  pqssIWp,  lo  nntke  ft  pciijp^eslpn,  by  word  Pf  vpIp, 
tp  pfflplftl  elifewdnpf»<i  or  >»klll, 
gre  Her  Majesty's  loywl  sappers 
very  particular  if  only  they  can 
to  the  treasury  benches.  They 
dence,  -all  animated  with  the  nu^t  exalted,  never-say-die, 
pfttrlotlsni.  If  they  only  had  i.  bandag^)n  their  liruw 
Ihst-Hhed  "nrgani^ed  fault  llndt't-J,"  and  a  Aytiiljollt-al  grid 
JFHH,  In  W  liait»tvtalilij|  like  tli(^  m^\^  of  nflii  c,  IliH  ^)|iii|i 
mcHl  wniild  bu  H<iii}ilpiM:  jiFmliitg  h  tt  \m\  \\\  I 
upet^lttl  ftm^lim^s  i  »ind  wmp  im  imp  tttiidsler  whpn  rt  ^ 
wllh  Ihe  tt|4ril  pf  m  unlf^ii^pd  Indian  is  »I  ihe  bead 
bji|  {pes.  I'pr  pHrty  i^ims,  be  is  ^nderstppd  IP  be  ripibpd 
wbb  fprked-ligblning  invective*  j  »nd  in  debate,  wpnder 
not,  if  he  Hubititutev  epithetit  fur  ur)fumeht«,  and  dealu 


Jf'or  the  time  beln{i,thpy 
and  miners,  not  to  be 

hack  and  hew  their  wa) 
are  waiters  upon  provi 


fnore  with  the  inotivei  than  the 
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brief,  he  and  his  lieutenants  must  be  quick  to  detect  the 
joints  in  the  armour  of  those  in  power ;  and,  above  every- 
thing, they  are  bound  to  cultivate  the  most  wakeful  and 
morbid  suspiciousness.  On  a  field  day,  while  gentle  cyef 
look  down  from  the  gallery,  it  is 

•1  Cliaiv«>  Chaiter,  uhaivt! ; 
^  On,  HUnley,  on  !" 

AloiV  Uic  gridiron  in  flourished  ;  the  fray  becomes  more 
otcltltig )  there  Is  blow  for  blow ;  personality  Is  often  consi- 
dered e(|iial  to  s[tlrU  and  edge  i  the  most  exciting  passages 
fif  tniiiufll  nM  plminatlon  ttgliRte  the  flsseinbly  i  and  th«n, 
Hutid  the  sntftll  hpufs,  thp  wppdy  hiifly  burly  t'pnt^hidpN,  and 
the  elements  are  al  j>eacp,  Tf  the  sdntlnisirfttien  Iwjipens 
lu  bo  vftntpdshed,  the  Opposition,  as  good  Christians,  are 
moved  tu  c«clfllm,  with  griin  pld  Oliver,  "The  Lord  hath 
delivered  them  into  mx  haniJs !"  My  the  prominent  among 
the  victors  the  spoils  are  gathered,  for,  as  on  other  fieldi, 
the  generals  get  all  Mhc  fame.  This  sweetly  satlsfirB  the 
rank  and  file.  They  have  had  "a  glorltnis  vii;tnry,"  in  the 
name  of  parly  guvi'thnieni,  nhd  Iln|»  Ihilr  wl4s  and  i m.H' 
hiMily  ii|t  hiiHti^  nf;ih^  pvfhi; 
lit  wtlpf  bt  tJplVHd  \\\^  tiltl  ^)^w\\\  (If  iiiifiyinvtuiiumb 
^iHVPlving  wit  PFgwii(<pil  p|i|iPMii«n,  ft  »vpb  tif  iflyM^py  Ih 
ftrihilly  Ihrpwn  ftrptind  Hie  insiiiiitipn  pf  gpvernmpnl,  whiph 
ran  as  easily  be  brushed  pff  as  t  pbwebs  frpin  the  trellis. 
|, poking >>)pHely  inip  tlip  niatter,  what  is  an  adiidnisfratipn 
bill  ft  Jlpard  of  |.)irpctor«  to  whom  is  cotninilled  the  manage- 
ment of  public  attain }  We  are  the  iharoholderi  in  thf 
great  rant^ern—the  natinn  i  they,  the  managen,  accuuntabJ« 
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to  the  gcficral  public  for  ihcir  bdmvlor  in  (iffico.  In  one 
seme,  ihcy  arc  ministgrs  or  Nt-r^ttntH  of  i)w  Crown;  in 
flttoihcr,  miniHterN  or  HervanlM  of  th?  community  an  a  whok'. 
We  stand  in  no  awe  of  them  merelj'  as  high  offlcials,  though 
hound  to  honor  them  when  they  contribute  due  service,  ^ 
it  may  be  renown,  to  the  State.  H'hen  they  originate  wise 
measures,  or  find  in  the  prevailing  sentiment  the  measures 
that  are  in  request,  an  estimate  to  3  elevated  can  hardly  be 
placed  upon  their  contributions  t()  the  general  interest.— 
But  surely  what  they  propose — all  their  policy,  in  a  word — 
could  be  judged  of  by  the  mcmlcrs  acting  independently 
without  this  embattled  and  costly  array,  we  had  almost  said 
farce,  styled  an  organized  oppoMtion.  In  the  light  of 
reason  and  manliness  the  i)rofit  would  be  indubitable. — 
Nowhere  else  is  an  embodied  opposition  thought  of ;  no- 
where else  would  it  be  tolerated.  Such  a  combination  in 
a  Gounty  Council,  or  among  the  shareholders  of  a  Hank, 
or  a  Railway,  or  an  Insurance  Company,  would  be  laughed 
to  scorn  as  an  impertinence,  and  nistled  out  of  the  room 
as  a  prima  facie  evidence  of  factious  interference  with  the 

How  happens  it  that  only  in  a  Parlia- 
representative  national 
shareholders — questions  cannot  be  dealt  with  on  their 
merits,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Directors  estimated  accord-^ 
ing  to  the  eame  common-sense  rule  ?  If  they  raise  mone^ 
and  spend  it,  how  happens  it  tnat  ordinary  eyes  cannot 
examine  their  projects  and  documents  unless  they  are  first 
covered  by  patent  party  spectacles  ?.  Theji^erage  intelli- 
gence  of  the  people  is  quite  competeribto  detecithe  fallacy 
of  the  system  ;  and  we  cannot  dpubt  but  that  its  boasted 


^rder  of  business 
ment — which  is  a  convocation  o 
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virlucN  will  lesiten  fl«  thtydwcll  on  it,  putting  till  prejudire 
iiiul  reserve  inl<i  the  Imrk  ground. 

It  in  an  imposition  on  our  facullieN  to  tell  us  that  unly 
in  an  organlaed  opposition  is  there  an  efTectual  cheek  oh 
those  in  power.    Verily  this  is  no  compliment  to  the  recti- 
tude qf  the   people's  representatives.     It  supposes  that, 
acting  on  their  individual  responsibility,  they  would  let 
even  corrupt  ministers  have  their  way  ;   that  they  must  be 
split  into  two  sections,  the  one  to  assist  the  government, 
the  othpr  to  watch  it,  like  so  many  spies,  and  to  hold  the  I 
lash  over  each  other  in  turn.     Even  that  is  not  uniformly 
'  a  success  I     In   any  circumstances  the   plea  i*  alike  the 
abnegation  of  indei)endenc.e  and  individual  conscience.— 
Why   nrtt    the    whole    watch    the    Directors'   movements, 
ai)plaud  when  they  act  for  the  comujon  good,  check  thcijn 
when  they  are  held  to  be  in  error,  and  vote  them  out- 
sweep  the  board  without  hesitation     when  ,they  violate 
or  ride  on  their  commission  ?     Hy  all  means,  let  every 
matterbe  fully  and  fairly^  discussed,  and  the  last  objection 
heard  and  weighed,  so  that  the  course  of  public  duty,  and 
the  conditions  of  public  prosperity  and  safety,  may  be  dis-. 
cerned   with    the   surest   vision.      And,   party   aside,   the 
teniptation  to  succumb  to  passidn  will  be  reduced ;  and 
a   broader  vision   will  become  the  glory  of  untrammeled 
representatives.      Send  a  man  to  ;parliament  to  fight  for 
his  party,  and  he   is   less  of  a  man   than  when  he  goes 
to  estimate  measures  by  the  sole  standard  of  public  utility. 
Encase  him  in  an  iron-pledge,  and  vvhile  his  limbs  are  con- 
fined, his  intelligence,  whatever  amount  he  may  have  of  it, 
is  in  his  envelope  and  not  in  his  brain. 
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No  form  of  opposition  is  so  utterly  contemptible  as  oppo- 
sition merely  for  opposition's  sake.      Into  this  organized 
opposition  almost  necessarily  tendjs  to  slide.     To  oppose 
it  is  felt  to  be  a  duty,— it  is  somejthing  expected  of  those 
in  the  shades,  and  their  outside  friends  depend  on  them 
to  denounce  unsparingly,  and  to  fling  out  their  objections 
stiff  and  'strong.      We   allow   that    censoriousness   is   not 
exclusively   the   custom  ;    but    jucicious    criticism   is   too 
often    substituted   by   that   petty   find    irritating  mode   of 
speech.      When   a   man  proceeds   to   the  House  to  vote 
against   ever>-   government   measure,   he   is   driven   to   be 
captious  in  spite  of  his  better  juidgment.      On  no  occa- 
sion  can    he  afford   to   be   either  generous  or  just.      To 
be  so  would  be  traitorous  to   his  party,   for   by  one   act 
of  liberality  and  grace  he  would  j  extend  the  reign  of  his 
opponents,  and  add  a  little  weight  to  their  official  reputa- 
tion.    That  member  of  the   Brit  sh  House  of  Commons 
who  thanked  God  that  though  he|  had  often  voted  against 
his  conscience,  he  had  never  votbd  against  his  party,  was 
in  unadulterated  specimen  of  the  organized. 

While  the  members  of  a  Cabinet  ought  to  be  vigilantly 
watched,  since  they  are  not  withbut  manifest  temptations 
to  illustrate  the  weakness  of  hum^n  nature,  there  is  more 
•  suspicion  of  their  deeds  than  gentlemanly  honor  and  fair 
dealing  seem  to  authorize.  Judging  by  the  language  fre- 
c'uently  employed,  one  would  imagine  they  had  ascended 
to  their  seats  merely  to  drive  the  country  to  perdition,  and 
cared  no\  more  for  their  good  naitie  than  for  their  cast-off 
garments.  They  are  supposed  to  be  devoid  of  shame, 
and  that  is  the  last  index  of  hopeless  immorality.     Much 
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of  this  wanton  vituperation,  we   presume,   is   indulged  in 
for   effect ;    it   is   the   traditional   style  of  the   organized, 
and,  in  ordinary  cases,  fiills  harmless  on  its  objects.     In 
turn,   it  is   given   and   expected,   and   forms   part  of  the 
edifying   performance   that   goes   on   at  the  country's  ex- 
pense.    Though  usually  borne  by  the  victims  with  singular 
equanimity,  we  can  readily  imagine  that  it  stings  in  secret, 
for  a  man  cannot  render  himself  callous  to  reproach,  even 
when  conscious  that  it  is  unmerited.     That  ver\'  fact  may 
inspire  some  ignoble  spirits  with  renewed  vigor  in  dealmg 
out  the   agony,   and   be  their  keenest   enjoyment  in  the 
political  arena.     When  men  rise  above  confederated  efforts 
to  overthrow  administrations,  and  are  accustomed  to  try 
questions   on   their  intrinsic   properties,   this  evil  will  be 
modified.      Of  calmness  there  ^will  be  more,  of  patience 
more,  irj  the  deliberations  ;  an(jf  yet  ample  liberty  to  resist 
what  is  deemed  injurious,  and  to  denounce  acts  that  violate 
justice  and  compromise  the-  honor  of  the  country.     What 
Mr.   Bright  said  in  his  annual  address  to  his  constituents 
at  Birmingham   last  year   has  a   meaning  for   us  here  as 
well  as  for  others  yonder  :— "  But  if  I  might  say  a  word 
•'  to  people  who  are  apt  to  criticize  ver>'  much  everything 
"  which  a  Government  does— I  don't  ask  them  to  appro\  e 
"  beforehand,  but  I  ask  them  merely  to  give  to  the  pro- 
"  positions,  whatsoever   they  may  be,   that   same   solemn 
"  and   conscientious   consideration   which  I  believe  these 
"  propositions   have   received   and   will   receive   from  the 
"  members  of  the  (Government."     Oh  !  it  would  be  worthy 
of  some  of  our  chivalrous  oppositionists  to  say,  these  are 
British  not  Canadian  ministers.     So  be  it.     Take  character 
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from  our  statesmen,  and  exalt  you[-  country  in  the  eyes  of 

the  world  I 

Since  ministers  are  thus  beset  wSth>  temptation  requiring 
organized  vigilance  to  protect  the  state  against  their  wiles, 
how  happens  it  that  the  Opposition  seek  at  any  time  to 
rush  into  their  perilous  circumstanc  is  ?     Better  the  censor's 
chair  than  exposure  to  defiling  entanglements.     The  atmos- 
phere of  the  treasury  benches   is   deleterious  ;  wholesome 
oxygen  is   exclusively  found   in   tljie   bowers   on  the   left. 
Yet  the  opposition  are  eager  to  iim  the  risk.     They  pre- 
tend to  understand  the  danger,  but   have   faith   in   their 
marvellous   powers   of  resistance.      A   wise   friend   would 
urge   them*  not   to   try.      The   ap])les   of  gold  are   more 
than  parliamentary— at  least  minis  erial— virtue  can  resist. 
And   yet,    after   all,    we  cannot  take  them  at  their  word. 
There   is   exaggerated   danger   in   the    one    picture,    and 
exaggerated   virtue   in   the   other.      In   office   they  would 
find  it  harder  to  carry  out  into  jjractice  their  superlative 
maxims  than  they  probably  imagir  e  ;  and  experience  has 
done  little  to  render  our  present  oppositionists  acquainted 
with  official  difficulties.     In  office  they  would  likely  pre- 
sent a  close  resemblance  to  others  who  have  gone  before 
them — neither  paragons  of  virtue,  nor  finished  specimens  of 
corruption.      Human  nature  is  prfetty  much   the  same  in 
whatever   (juarter   it   is   examined  ;   and   the  loudest   pro- 
testors of  their  purity  and  patriotism  are  not  always  those 
who  stand  the  trial  best.      We  make   allowances  for  in- 
herent weakness  in  others,  unless  vfe  expect  no  allowances 
to  be  made  for  ourselves  ;  and  the  proad  system  of  govern- 
ment and  of  parliamentary  actiori  advocated  by  us,  while 
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it  might  not  add  to  the  sum  pf  official  moral  strength, 
would  save  our  statesmen  from  party -inspired  attacks, 
and  encompass  them  still  with  that  faithful  .surveillance 
which  becomes  to  every  one  in  a  position  of  trust  a  for- 
midable bulwark  against  enticements  to  do  wrong. 

Partyism  ejected  from  the  legislature,  we  would  anti- 
cipate fairer  reports  and  less  biased  criticism  from  the 
press.  Whose  side  he  is  on,  determines  much  concerning 
a  speaker  and  a  writer.  If  with  us,  he  gets  a  full  report, 
— verge  and  room  enough  usually  to  unfold  his  views  ; 
belonging  to  the  other  side,  he  is  apt  to  be  choked  oflF 
without  either  ceremony  or  trouble.  With  considerable 
fidelity  those  who  control  pure  party  journals  necessitate 
their  patrons  to  act  on  Sidney  Smith's  advice : — "  Don't 
read  what  those  opposed  to  you  say,  lest  you  should  be 
prejudiced."  Little  side  incidents  are  all  made  promotive 
of  our  friend's  glorification  ;  he  of  the  other  party  obtains 
a  poor  setting,  and  so  appears  to  a  disadvantage.     Only 
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those  who  chanced  to  be  present  have  a  correc^nowledge 
of  the  assembly  addressed,  of  the  effect  produ^p  by  the 
respective  speakers,  and  the  reception  they  reeeived. — 
"  At  times,"  says  a  recent  English  non-political  magazine, 
'*  we  deeply  regret  to  see  that  positive  Unfairness  has  crept 
"  into  reports  that  ought  to  be  exempt  from  any  shadow 
"  of  such  an  imputation.  This  is  to  poison  for  the  people 
"  the  very  fountain  of  political  truth.  It  is  the  distinction 
"  more  of  an  intense  taste  for  politics  that  it  hardens  men's 
"hearts  against  political 'opponents,  and  makes  them  illi- 
"  beral  and  unfair.  A  great  orator  sits  down  amid  a  hur- 
'*  ricane  of  cheers  ;   the  Tiwes  fairly  states  the  fact ;  but 
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"the  opposite  organ  to  the  speaker  will  merely  put  the 
"  stereotyi)ed  '  cheers.'  or  even  witiholds  that  limited  mede 
"  of  approbation."  'J'he  same  miserable  partiality  invades 
the  domain  of  literature.  On  whi^h  side  is  he  ?  has  often 
settled  the  verdict  and  the  treatment  a  candidate  for  popu- 
lar favor  receives.  The  history  of  magazines  like  B/acJi!-' 
wood,  and  the  Edinburgh  and  Quarterly  Jierieivs,  furnishes 
any  amount  of  evidence  on  the   perverting  influence  of 


le   Quarterly  flayed  the 

writhing  of  his  limbs; 

Edinburgh  was   equally 


party.  Known  to  be  a  Whig,  t 
victim  alive,  and  grinned  at  the 
one  of  the  other  ranks,  and  the 

inhuman  and  equally  unjust.      T©  be  of  them  was  to  be 
crowned;   on  the  other  side  was \ to  be  crucified.      The 
chair  of  criticism  in  ^  this  way  lost  its  dignity  and  il.s  truth. 
We  have  seen  palpal)!^  indication*  of  a  similar  unfairness 
under  our  own  skies.    We  have  lumented  the  too  apparent 
purpose  to  refuse 'justice  to  the    iving  and  the  dead;  a 
determination  to  punish  a  writer,  or  tarnish  his  memory, 
because  he  had  not  repeated  a  certkin  political  shibboleth, 
and  lent  J||  influence  to  a  particular  side.     That  all  this 
would  bewbarred  by  the  abrogation  of  party,  we  are  not 
such   simpletons  as   to   believe.     !  Men  will   need  to  be 
inspired  with  a  higher  love  of  trutlj  for  its  own  sake,  and 
a  sterner  purpose  to  do  right,  befcre  they  concede  oppo- 
nents the  fajr' opportunity  to  state  ihcir  case,  and  to  reach 
the  public  so  as  to  win  an  unprejudiced  verdict.     It  seems 
we  can't  afford  to  do  that  yet ;  nor  is  the  infirmity  confined 
to  the  department  of  politics,  forgive  detect  the  same  nar- 
rowneii  and  partiality  among  thoU  who  occupy  the  most 
sacred  fields  of  incpiiry  and  debate.    Hut  though  the  aboli- 
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tion  of  party  might  not  introduce  a  perfect  mode  of  treating 
those  who  dissent  from  our  views,  and  invite  calm,  clear 
judgment  to  decide  on  their  merits,  it  surely  would  cool 
down  the  fires  of  passion  and  prejudice,  and  shame  the 
violent  into  something  like  decency  and  moderation. 
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Should  any  one  hitherto  know*  as  a  Reformer  join  the 
author  in  advocating  these  views,  and  in  giving  them  prat  - 
.tical  effect,  a  thousand  chances  ^o  one  that  it  will  be  said 
W  him  he  is  •' off  to  the  old  Tory  crewj"  The  very 
words  have  already  been  used  to  one  in  the  circumstances 
supposed.     They  savor  of  abusij,  and  arc  a  sop  to   the 


let  it  be  explained  where 


•» 


prejudices  of  the  faithful.     Now, 

the  "  Tory  crew"  is  to  be  foim^l,  nnd  by  what  rule  of 
good  ciiixcnship  the  imPHNcd  <»rc  fluthurl«cd  to  speak 
«f  any  cjaiH  in  Cmmdn  in  tlmti  Ntyle,  who,  to  \\\\\  it  at' 
tt  low  point,  are  as  reHpectablu  arid  patriotic  an  themselveH. 
The  crime  of  siu  h  a  nonconformjut  In,  that  he  has  the  har- 
dihood to  differ  from  certain  selj-constituted  oracles ;  in  a 
word,  to  think  for  himself.  Ah|l  those  who  talk  most  of 
liberty  are  often  observed  ta-imd|Br»tand  periifjnal  freedom 
•lewt.  They  enc  ouhige  you  to  Ijhlnk  for  yuurielf,  m  \m^ 
u  you  think  with  them  I  Taka  ywir  own  fmirwe,  and 
ejipet't  mlnffpreNentation  \^^^^k  sordid  ln»indoen^ex 
IJ§Pt,  It  fflay  bp,  pernlclQu«  ulardeM  to  l^e  heaped  upon 
your  name  J  expect  all  that,   a^d  when  the  tin  sheets 
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flash  and  the  tin  thunder  roars  you  will  preserve  your 
equanimity.  Concur  in  this  testimony,  and,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  you  will  be  put  upon  the  wheel.  Fall  in,  and, 
like  the  camel,  bow  down  for  the  party  load  and  the 
party  bands :  that's  the  rule,  and  there  is  no  escape ! 
Hut  suppose  you  are  cksscd  with  the  "  Tory  crew,"  what 
serious  harm  is  done?  The  word  "Tory"  sounds  ill, 
and  only  for  that  reason  is  a  favorite  with  those  who 
will  shoot  a  nidkname  at  your  head  rather  than  behave 
themselves  with  decorum.  It  is,  sounding  from  their  lips, 
like  the  unexpected  start  of  a  cow-bell  on  a  lonely  road 
in  a  dark  night ;  but,  after  a  moment's  reflection,  it  is  a. 
cow-bell,  or  a  calf-bell,  and  nothing  more.  To  refer  to^ 
the  measures  of  our  amalgamated  Provincial  Cabinet:— 
What  has  a  new  election  law,  intermediate  sessions  for 
county  courts,  reclaiming  b;)gM,  opcni  ng  up  fresh  territories 
instituting  experimental  townships,  ( hcaply-built  asylums, 
and  the  managing  of  ^  the  provincial  affairs  generally  with 
frugality ;  what  have  these,  and  the  like,  to  do  with 
Toryism  ?  No  more  than  mathematics  with  feeding  pigs, 
or  navigation  with  harvesting  a  field  of  wheat.  lUit  then 
••  Tory"  is  a  nickname,  and  appellatiotis  of  the  kind  are 
known,  like  all  sorts  of  abuse,  to  be  distasteAil.  It  or 
some  such  tmsavory  epithet  is  therefore  flung  at  those  who 
dare  to  dispute  the  party  dictum,  or  to  jpiestltm  the  ration- 
ality of  the  whole  system,  Ami  why  ?  Mainly  that  others 
may  be  scared  from  breaking  through  the  fence.  Ihit 
eourage  !    Kjilthcts  singe  no  lotks  and  break  no  bones, 

We  loqkH  ftnU  tftHgbs  »t  ft'  tbftt," 
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to  the  general  public  for  iheir  behttvior  in  office.  In  one 
«cn»c,  they  arc  minJHters  or  «ervttnlN  of  llie  Crown  ;  in 
another,  ministerN  or  HcrviinlN  of  tl  c  community  rh  a  whole. 
We  stand  in  no  awe  of  them  merely-as  fiigh  offlciaU,  though 
hound  to  honor  them  when  the)  contribute  due  service, 
it  may  be  renown,  to  the  State.  ^Vhen  they  originate  wise 
measures,  or  find  in  the  prevailing]  sentiment  the  measures 
that  are  in  request,  an  estimate  t0o  elevated  can  hardly  be 
placed  upon  their  contributions  to  the  general  interest. — 
But  surely  what  theyi  propose — all  their  policy,  in  a  word — 
could  be  judged  of  by  the  members  acting  independently 
without  this  embattled  and  costly  irray,  we  had  almost  said 
farce,  styled  an  organized  opposition.  In  the  light  of 
reason  and  manliness  the  jirofit  would  be  indubitable. — 
Nowhere  else  is  an  enibodied  o  )position  thought  of;  no- 
where else  would  it  be  tolerated  Such  a  combination  in 
a  County  Council,  or  among  the  shareholders  of  a  Hank, 

^  or  a  Railway,  or  an  Insurance  Company,  would  be  laughed 
to  scorn  as  an  impertinence,  and  hustled  out  of  the  room 
as  a  prma  facie  evidence  of  factious  interference  with  the 

^rder  of  business.  How  happen  >  it  that  only  in  a  Tarlia- 
ment — which  is  a  convocation  qf  representative  national 
shareholders — questions  cannot  be  dealt  with  on  their 
merits,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Directors  estimated  accord-^ 
ing  to  the  game  common-sense  nile  ?  If  they  raise  monej* 
and  spend  it,  how  happens  it  tbat  ordinary  eyes  cannot 
examine  their  projects  and  documents  unless  they  are  first 
covered  by  patent  party  spectacles  ?\Tlje-av^age  intelli- 
gence  of  the  people  is  quite  competent  to  detecithe  fallacy 
of  the  system ;  and  we  cannot  d|oubt  but  that  its  boasted 
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vlrtiien  will  Icwcn  M  thcydwcll  on  it,  ptitting  mII  prejudice 
itmi  reserve  into  the  Inn  k  ground. 

It  is  an  impoHltlon  on  our  faculties  to  tell  \\%  that  only 
In  on  organlxed  opposition  is  there  an  efTectual  ehork  oh 
those  in  power.    Verily  this  is  no  compliment  to  the  recti- 
tude of  the   people's   representatives.     It   supposes  that, 
aiting   (m  their   individual   responsibility,  they  would  let 
even  corrupt  ministers  have  their  way  ;   that  they  must  be 
split  into  two  sections,  the  one  to  assist  the  government, 
the  othpr  to  watch  it,  like  so  many  spies,  and  to  hold  the  I 
lash  over  each  other  in  turn.     Even  that  is  not  uniformly 
a  success !     In  any  circumstances  the   plea  is  alike  the 
abnegation  of  independence  and  individual  conscience.— 
Why   not    the    whole    wat<h    the    Directors'   movements, 
applaud  when  they  a<  t  for  the  common  good,  check  them 
when  they  are  held  to  be  in  error,  and  vote  them  out- 
sweep  the  board  without  hesitation  -when  ,thcy  violate 
or  ride  on  their  commission  ?     Hy  all  means,  let  every 
matter  Ik  fully  and  fairly  discussed,  and  the  last  objection 
heard  and  weighed,  so  that  the  course  of  public  duty,  and 
the  conditions  of  public  prosperity  and  safety,  may  be  dis- 
cerned  with    the   surest    vision.      And,   party   aside,   the 
temptation  to  succumb  to  passion  will  be  reduced  ;  and 
a  broader  vision   will  become  the  glory  of  untrammeled 
representatives.  >  Send   a  man  to  parliament  to  fight  for 
his  party,  and  he  is   less  of  a  man   than  when  he  goes 
to  estimate  measures  by  the  sole  standard  of  public  utility. 
Kncase  him  in  an  iron-pledge,  and  while  his  limbs  are  con- 
fined, his  intelligence,  whatever  amount  he  may  have  of  it, 
is  in  his  envelope  and  not  in  his  brain. 


No  form  of  opposition  is  so  utterly  contemptible  as  oppo- 
sition merely  for  opposition's  sake.      Into  this  organized 
opposition  almost  necessarily  tenjis  to  slide.     To  oppose 
it  is  felt  to  be  a  duty,— it  is  something  expected  of  those 
in  the  shades,  and  their  outside  friends  depend  on  them 
to  denounce  unsparingly,  and  to  fling  out  their  objections 
,stiff  and  'strong.      We   allow   that   censoriousness   is   not 
exclusively   the   custom  ;    but    judicious    criticism   is   too 
often   substituted   by   that   petty  j  and    irritating  mode   of 
speech.      When   a   man  proceed;^   to   the   House  to  vote 
against   every   government   measijre,   he   is   driven    to   be 
captious  in  Spite  of  his  better  judgment.      On  no  occa- 
sion  can    he  afford    to   be   eithet  generous  or  just.      To 
be  so  would  be  traitorous  to   hi|>  party,   for  by  one   act 
of  liberality  and  grace  he  would!  extend  the  reign  of  his 
opponents,  and  add  a  little  weigjit  to  their  official  reputa- 
tion.    That  member  of  the   British  House  of  Commons 
who  thanked  God  that  though  h^  had  often  voted  against 
his  conscience,  he  had  never  vofed  against  his  party,  was 
in  unadulterated  specimen  of  the  organized. 

While  the  members  of  a  Cabiijiet  ought  to  be  vigilantly 
watched,  since  they  are  not  witljout  manifest  temptations 
to  illustrate  the  weakness  of  hunjian  nature,  there  is  more 
suspicion  of  their  deeds  than  g^ndemanly  honor  and  fair 
dealing  seem  to  authorize.  Jucjging  by  the  language  fre- 
quently employed,  one  would  in^agine  they  had  ascended 
to  their  seats  merely  to  drive  th0  country  to  perdition,  and 
cared  no\  more  for  their  good  name  than  for  their  cast-oft 
garments.  They  are  supposed  to  be  devoid  of  shame, 
and  that  is  the  last  index  of  hopeless  immorality.     Much 
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of  this  wanton  vituperation,  we   presume,   is   indulged  in 
for   effect ;    it   is   the   traditional   style  of  the   organized, 
and,  in  ordinary  cases,  falls  hamiless  on   its  objects.     In 
turn,    it  is   given    and   expected,   and    fonns   part  of  the 
edifying   i)erformance   that  goes   on   at  the  country's  ex- 
pense.     Though  usually  borne  by  the  victims  with  singular 
equanimity,  we  can  readily  imagine  that  it  stings  in  secret, 
for  a  man  cannot  render  himself  callous  to  reprdach,  even 
when  conscious  that  it  is  unmerited.     That  verj'  fact  may 
inspire  some  ignoble  spirits  with  renewed  vigor  in  dealmg 
out  the   agony,   and   be  their  keenest   enjoyment  in  the 
political  arena.     ^Vhen  men  rise  above  confederated  efforts 
to  overthrow  administrations,  and  are  accustomed  to  try- 
questions   on   their  intrinsic   properties,   this  evil  will  be 
modified.      Of  calmness  there  will  be  more,  of  patience 
more,  ii^  the  deliberations  ;  anc}'  yet  ample  liberty  to  resist 
what  is  deemed  injurious,  and  to  denounce  acts  that  violate 
justice  and  compromise  the-  honor  of  the  country.     What 
Mr.   Bright  said  in  his  annual  address  to  his  constituents 
at  Birmingham   last  year   has  a   meaning  for   us  here  as 
well  as  for  others  yonder :— "  But  if  I  might  say  a  word 
"  to  people  who  are  apt  to  criticize  very'  much  everylhinji 
"  which  a  Government  does-  I  don't  ask  them  to  appro\e 
"  beforehand,  but  I  ask  them  merely  to  give  to  the  pro- 
"  positions,  whatsoever   they  may  be,   that   same   solemn 
"  and   conscientious   consideration   which  I  believe  these 
"  propositions   have   received   and   will   receive  from  the 
"  members  of  the  (]ovemmenL"     Ob  I  it  would  be  worthy 
of'  some  of  our  chivalrous  oppositionists  to  say,  these  arc 
British  not  Canadian  ministers.     So  be  it.     Take  character 
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from  our  statesmen,  and  exalt  yoi  r  country  in  the  eyes  of 

the  world  I 

Since  ministers  are  thus  beset  with,  temptation  recjuiring 
organized  vigilance  to  jtfotect  the  state  against  their  wiles, 
how  happens  it  that  the  Opposition  seek  at  anytime  to 
rush  into  their  perilous  circumstances  ?  Better  the  censor's 
chair  than  exposure  to  defiling  enti^nglements.     The  atmos 


phere  of  the  treasury  benches   is 
oxygen  is   exclusively  found   in 


deleterious ;  wholesome 
le   bowers   on  the   left. 


Yet  the  opposition  are  eager  to  nm  the  risk.  They  pre- 
tend to  understand  the  danger,  l)ut  have  faith  in  their 
marvellous  powers  of  resistance.  A  wise  friend  would 
urge  them*  not  to  try.  The  apples  of  gold  are  more 
than  parliamentary— at  least  ministerial— virtue  can  resist. 
And  yet,  after  all,  we  cannot  take  them  at  their  word. 
There  is  exaggerated  danger  in  the  one  picture,  and 
exaggerated  virtue  in  the  other.  In  office  they  would 
find  it  harder  to  carry  out  into  practice  their  superlative 
maxims  than  they  probably  imagihe  ;  and  experience  has 
done  little  to  render  our  present  (Oppositionists  acquainted 
with  official  difficulties.  In  offic^  they  would  likely  pre- 
sent a  close  resemblance  to  othej-s  who  have  gone  before 
them — neither  paragons  of  virtue,  fior  finished  specimens  of 
corruption.  Human  nature  is  pifetty  much  the  same  in 
whatever  (|uarter  it  is  examined;  and  the  loudest  pro- 
testors of  their  purity  and  patriotifem  are  not  always  those 
who  stand  the  trial  best.  We  make  allowances  for  in- 
herent weakness  in  others,  unless  we  expect  no  allowances 
to  be  made  for  ourselves  ;  and  the  |  broad  system  of  govern- 
ment and  of  parliamentary  action  advocated  by  us,  while 
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it  might  not  add  to  the  sum  of  official  moral  strength, 
would  save  our  statesmen  from  party -inspired  attacks, 
and  encompass  them  still  with  that  faithful  surveillance 
which  becomes  to  every  one  in  a  position  of  tnist  a  for- 
midable bulwark  against  enticements  to  do  wrong. 

Partyism  ejected  from  the  legislature,  we  would  anti- 
cipate fairer  reports  and  less  biased  criticism  from  the 
press.  Whose  side  he  is  on,  determines  much  concerning 
a  speaker  and  a  writer.  If  with  us,  he  gets  a  full  report, 
— verge  and  room  enough  usually  to  unfold  his  views  ; 
belonging  to  the  other  side,  he  is  apt  to  be  choked  off 
without  either  ceremony  or  trouble.  With  considerable 
fidelity  those  who  control  pure  party  journals  necessitate 
their  patrons  to  act  on  Sidney  Smith's  advice : — '*  Don't 
read  what  those  opposed  to  you  say,  lest  you  should  be 
prejudiced."  Little  side  incidents  are  all  made  promotive 
of  our  friend's  glorification  ;  he  of  the  other  party  obtains 
a  poor  setting,  and  so  appears  to  a  disadvantage.     Only 


those  who  chanced  to  be  present  have  a  correc^nowledge 
of  the  assembly  addressed,  of  the  effect  produ^P  by  the 
respective  speakers,  and  the  reception  they  reeeived. — 
"  At  times,"  says  a  recent  English  non-political  magazine, 
"  we  deeply  regret  to  see  that  positive  Unfairness  has  crept 
*'  into  reports  that  ought  to  be  exempt  from  any  shadow 
"  of  such  an  imputation.  This  is,  to  poison  for  the  people 
"  the  very  fountain  of  political  tnUh.  It  is  the  distinction 
"  more  of  an  intense  taste  for  politics  that  it  hardens  men's 
"hearts  against  political* opponents,  and  makes  them  illi- 
"  beral  and  unfair.  A  great  orator  sits  down  amid  a  hur- 
'*  ricane  of  cheers  ;   the  Times  fairly  states  the  fact ;  but 
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**  the  opposite  organ  to  the  spejiker  will  merely  put  the 
"  stereotyi)ed  '  cheers.'  or  even  withholds  that  limited  mede 
"  of  approbation."     The  same  m  serable  partiality  invades 
the  domain  of  literature.     On  wh  ch  side  is  he  ?  has  often 
setded  the  verdict  and  the  treatmjent  a  candidate  for  popu- 
lar  favor  receives.     The  history  of  magazines  like  MjcJ^-' 
wood,  and  the  Edinburgh  and  Quarterly  J^erieivs,  furnishes 
any  amount  of  evidence  on  the;  perverting   influence  of 
party.      Known  to  be  a  Whig,  ihe  Qiiarterly  flayed  the 
victim  alive,  and  grinned  at  thi  writhing  of  his  limbs ; 
one  of  the  other  ranks,  and  the  Edinburgh  was   equally 
inhuman  and  equally  unjust.      Ta  be' of  them  was  to  be 
crowned  ;   on  the  other  side  wai\  to  be  crucified.     The 
chair  of  criticism  in  ^  this  way  lost  its  dignity  and  its  truth, 
We  have  seen  palpably  indications  of*  a  similar  unfairness 
under  our  own  skies.    VVe  have  lamented  the  too  apparent 
purpose  toH^^use- justice  to  the  living  and  the  dead;  a 
determination  to  punish  a  writer,  or  tarnish  his  memory, 
because  he  had  not  repeated  a  certain  political  shibboleth, 
and  lent  J||  influence  to  a  particular  side.     That  all  this 
would  bewbarred  by  the  abrogati(|)n  of  party,  we  are  not 
such   simpletons  as   to   believe.     :  Men  will   need  to  be 
inspired  with  a  higher  love  of  trutlf  for  its  own  sake,  and  '■ 
a  sterner  purpose  to  do  right,  before  they  concede  oppo- 
nents the  fair' opportunity  to  state  their  case,  and  to  reach 
the  public  so  as  to  win  an  unprejudiced  verdict.     It  seems 
we  can't  afford  to  do  that  yet ;  nor  lis  the  infirmity  confined 
to  the  department  of  politics,  for^fve  detect  the  same  nar- 
rownesi  and  partiality  among  thosb  who  occupy  the  most 
sacred  fields  of  incjuiry  and  debate.    Hut  though  the  aboil- 
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tion  of  party  might  not  introduce  a  perfect  mode  of  treating 
those  who  dissent  from  our  views,  and  invite  calm,  clear 
judgment  to  decide  on  their  merits,  it  surely  would  cool 
down  the  fires  of  passion  and  prejudice,  and  shame  the 
violent  into  something  like  decency  and  moderation. 
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COURACEI 

SHoui.n  any  one  hitherto  knowh  as  a  Reformer  join  the 
author  in  advocating  these  views,  and  in  giving  them  pra( - 
.ticaUffect,  a  thousand  chances  to  one  that  it  will  he  said 
\o{  him  he  is  "  off  to  the  old  'I'ory  crew !"  The  very 
words  have  already  been  used  to  one  in  the  circumstances 
supposed.  They  savor  of  abus»',  and  are  a  sop  to  the 
prejudices  of  the  faithful.  Now,  let  it  be  explained  where 
iho  "  Tory  crew"  is  to  be  found,  and  by  what  nilo  of 
good  riti«cnhhip  the  imrnsed  fir«  fluthorixcd  to  Npenk 
of  any  v\m  in  Cttmultt  in  thn^  Ntyle,  who,  to  put  it  at 
-?  a.  low  point,  are  an  respectable  aijd  patriotic  as  theniselveN, 
The  crime  of  such  a  nonconformist  is,  that  he  has  the  har- 
dihood to  differ  from  certain  self-constituted  (jracles  ;  in  a 
word,  to  think  for  himself  Ahll  those  who  talk  most  of 
liberty  are  often  observed  to  untiorstand  |*ersonal  n-eedoin 
leftit.  They  enjourage  you  lo  (hink  for  yourielf,  no  Iohk 
fti  yoti  thltik=  with  ihein  I  Tttke  youf  own  m\m,  mul 
fejipeH  mlNrepreNentHtion  pjjpej  t  «ordld  Inuendoen— ex^ 
\m{,  h  my  be,  pernlpious  nlfliideM,  to  be  heaped  upon 
yowr  name;  expert  all  that,   and  when  the  tin  sheets 
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flash  and  the  tin  thunder  roars  you  will  preserve  your 
equanimity.  Concur  ip  this  testimony,  and,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  you  will  be  put  upon  the  Awheel.  Fall  in,  and, 
like  the  camel;  bow  down  for  the  party  load  and  the 
party  bands:  that's  the  rule,  and  there  is  no  escape! 
Ifut  HuppoNu  you  arc  tlassed  with  the  "  Tory  ctcw,"  what 
HcriouH  harm  is  donu?  The  wbrd  "Tory"  youndu  ill, 
and  only  for  that  reason  Ih  a  favorite  with  those  who 
will  shoot  a  nicknamd-at  your  head  rather  than  behave 
themselves  with  deconmi.  It  is,  sounding  from  their  lips, 
like  the  unexpected  start  of  a  cow-bell  on  a  lonely  road 
in  a  dark  night  j  but,  after  a  moment's  reflection,  it  is  a. 
cow-bell,  or  a  calf-bell,  and  nothing  more.  To  refer  to' 
the  measures  of  our  amalgamated  Provincial  Cabinet:— 
What  has  a  new  election  law,  intermediate  sessions  for 
county  courts,  reclaiming  b;igt,  opLMii  ng  up  fresh  territories 
instituting  experimental  townships,  ( hcaply-built  asylums, 
and  the  managing  of  the  provincial  nlTairH  generally  with 
frugality  i  what  have  these,  and  the  like,  to  do  with 
Toryism  ?  No  more  than  mathematics  with  feeding  pigs, 
or  navigation  with  harvesting  a  field  of  wheat.  Hut  then 
"  Tory"  is  a  nickname,  and  appellatiotis  of  the  kind  are 
known,  like  all  sorts  of  abuse,  to  be  distasteAil.  It  or 
some  such  unsavory  epithet  is  therefore  llimg  at  those  who 
dare  to  dispuh?  the  party  dictum,  or  to  i|ueHliim  the  ratlon- 
ality  of  the  whole  system.  And  why  ?  Mainly  that  others 
may  be  scared  A-oin  breaking  through  the  feni-e.  Hut 
eourage  !    Kplthets  singe  no  locks  and  break  no  bones. 

"  A  TOftn  pf  InJpitpmJpnriTrtmtK 
^  n^loQks  »ndl»u8ks»t  A'thMt." 
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SrrangerB  jn  the  rmmtry,  with  hiinle  ^Bsociatjons  in  their 
minds,  may  look  with  almost  honor  on  a  person  who  is 
said  to  have  lapsed  into  Toryism 
will  rnnvlmc  ihim  that  political 
to  the  Hhorcs  tht-y  have  left.  Wc  arc  f|ultc  a  match  for 
i\ny  In  eliTlltm  Irlihs,  anil  In  Imltling  fast  Iho  rrowrin 
whti  hrtvt'  hanlunftl  gci'itllly  in  iftmpU'le  lhr»  i-^iillallnii 
nr  amiillliiiiit  iiitidlilaU'A.  If  \\w  MitVani  hlMut  ^vtiiilil  {m\f 
■  rthk^  lliHHh^'lvp'*,  "Aim  wii  mm  jif  uiliit^  mihi  hii»M«<  !•"  - 
.4KiJr»i^uitih|iPWJily  Up  «ii  ^\]i\  lit  \\w  ntttkp h^'llpvp  wnd 
iwrniJMti  ihftt  hold  m  mm  in  I  ondwgp.  ('pur«ne  i  »nd 
dtJliv^JRnrn  In  mhiuvpd.     This,  hnwiJVPr,   rpiiipmhor  i— 


"  —  Willi  wiiiild 


Im  frflP) 


Th«miiHvi>R  tnuik  ilWIiH  kilt)  liliiWi" 

Maidlyiati  m  e%\)m  t'iin»ipltMi|miN  meni  whttHriHwtirn 
|M  party-  Hlliant  t^N,  tu  at  kHMwIfditti  radNI  dcft^PlK  In  the 
system  with  whith  thpy  mv  RssojitttPd.  U  would  Up  like 
pvilllnM  fJ^wn  the  ladder  hy  whit^h  they  e«pePt  tp  pliirtb 
t«  ft  higher  elevation,  Wnt,  (xm  reflection,  and  from 
canversina  with  intelligent  individwals  in  several  quarters, 
onr  conviction  is,  that,  the  wedge  is  entering,  and  that  the 
old  fabric  of  partyism  is  about  to  be  split  up  with  unerring 
certainty.  It  cannot  be  done  suddenly,  but  the  rent  is 
quite  apparent  already.  There  are  thousands  everywhere 
who  have  no  interest  in  perpetuat  ng  a  Mystem  that  vtanda 
on  a  myth;  and  they  will,  Noorer  or  later,  And  it  con- 
venient to  leave  It  to  hs  fate,  They  will  go,  and  othem 
will  follow,     'I'hey  will  nmnt  thoie  who  are  endeavouring 
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to  r»de  the  country  \}y  finding  the  best  men,  whatever 
may  have  been  their  antecedents ;  and  leave  the  iirecon- 
ciloablas  to  play  the  old  hurdy-gurdy  ''Uoalitjnn"  tuneu 
as  tdUK  nn  they  pleany.  ' 
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It  iii  ft  htwngp  f?|»wiHflM,  Hn»l,  wpf^  wp  mi  frtmlllflr  with 


It,  ft  hfttjrii  m  tl(p  ImflNtPf-l  nmjPNtj 
in  ft  ^ftvp  ftiiatjml^ly  w  t^^rtain  por 
vpting  in  one  way,  rtn4  the  rest 


pf  our  Kpppips,  t«  sen 
Ion  ftlmost  eonstftntly 
with  eijual  uniformity 


voting  in  the  opposite  way.  This  is  party*  Now,  let 
us  enquire  if  there  were  no  such  combination  as  exists, 
whether  the  one  side  or  the  otl  er  would,  with  equal 
certainty,  view  the  question  under  discussion  in  the  given 
light,  and  vote  as  they  happen  to  dp  ?  We  cannot  .believe 
otherwise  but  that  some  who  vote  "  yea"  would  vote  ^'  nay," 
aftd  the  reverse.  In  our  estimation  that  uniformity  dero- 
gates from  the  independence  of  tljie  representation  most 
seriously.  The  party  member  is  Held  fast  in  the  bonds 
that  unite  the  body  to  which  he  belongs.  He  is  inclined 
naturally  to  bend  his  convictions}  to  those  of  his;  chief, 
or  to  the  general  voice  of  his  organization.  Think  you 
the  Author  of  man  designed  him  to  be  hide-bound  and 
tied  hand  and  foot  in  that  fashion?  Nowhere  else,  we 
repeat,  is  it  approved  of,  nowhere  else  would  it  be  endured. 
Why  the  people's  representatives  cannot  be  unfettered  is 
a  problem  we  are  unable  to  solve.  We  hear  a  good  deal 
about  the  independence  of  parliament,  and,  even  in  the 
Ordinary  acceptation,   it  has  a  mojjt  important  meaning ; 
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lH»t  thfw'  in  ft  MPMNP  thttt  mm  never  in  have  aftwned 
un  many  who  m  mf\m{  In  porret lin«  wimt  U  wronij 
In  the  m^Hwi  qf  peprM»ienttttlvp»  wmt  In  their  relfttlon>» 
to  the  govunnnen/  of  thu  day.     Thin  U  Junt  thp  Indepen 
duntu  for  whirh  It  U  our  prIvllBgi/ to  mntend.     It  will 
liu  thu  thltuBl  (mm'  In  our  h)«tuni  of  nulf-goviirnnjkJHt. 
It  will  l(«  thu  (towhiMg  III  (he  uiillUtf,  (iMtl  a  mibstamkl 
twhtlniony  to  the  iiUplllHPme  of  onf  pfoplw,     '.l'h«  inlw^ 
liltftnti*  of  thJN  pountfy  wie  •ilmrinK  the  pihelew  bletinlng 
uf  eduPfttion)  but  thu  Pdnratea  are  Mot  ttlwftyu  Inappen- 
dent  thinkerti,/  In  truth,  thP  ttndenpy  In  fhp  bestu^H^ated 
lands  is  still  to  herd-thinking ;  not  to  the  vmm»  of  the 
faculties  on  one's  own  native  strength  and  responsibility- 
It    pervades    politics,   like  other    departments  of  mental 
activity ;  and   party   is   the  .stereotyped  form  it  assuines, 
under   the    guise   of    personal    freedom.      But  it  W  HOf 
freedom — it  is   not   manhood  in   its   b^st  typt ;  nay, 
is   very  far   from   being  that.      And,  why  should  w     * 
have  the  finest  form  of  it  in  this  land  ?    Why,  if  we  have 
escaped  the  oppressions  that  still  weigh  down  other  peo- 
ples, should  we  not  encourage  the  freest  development  of 
mind  and  investigation  among  ourselves  ?    What  i  aparts 
greatness   to  a   people   is   thought-freedom   and   thought- 
power.      Who   will   insist   on   that   exalted    development 
here?    It   is  a  lordly  function,  and,  as  \i  seems  to  us, 
the  prime  element  of  transcendent  patriotism  and  civili- 
sation, c^ 

We  are  not  blind  to  the  controlling  Influence  of  rare 
talents  in  any  community.  They  almost  necessarily,  in 
present  circumstances,  create  parties — or  sects  in  science. 


-/. 


r 


(t^ 


) 


CONCLUSroN 


in  art,- in  literature,  in  philosopHy,  and  in  the  very  high- 
est  region  of  hurnan  thought   a^d    life.  * 

"  The  intellectual  jiower  throli^h  words  and  thing* 
Goes  simndinu'  on  its  dim  aiid  i)erilou8  way." 

An4    not   unattended   in   its    ast(i)nishing  flights.       Buit,  in 
our  vidw,   this  domineering  of  ]j>owerful  individual  minds 
owes   much    of  its   eflect   to   the  very   evil   of  which   we 
complain.     Men  are  educated,  '•'.  t  may  be  ;  but  to  think 
independently  is    not   urged  ,on    them    as   their  first  and 
last  duty  and  their  birtli-right.     That  consciousness  would 
l)e  a  safe-guard  against  the  over-mastery  of  genius  even, 
and  the  serfdom  into  which  milljions  tod  easily  glide. 
,     In  J  this  youthful  country,  everything  should  be  done  to 
k;ultivate  not  merely  mind  in  its  spontaneous  evolutions, 
iHit  the  sincere  and  cordial   brotherhood  of  man.     Who 
does  not  know   that  the  spirit  of  party  tends  to  alienate 
^  citizen  from  citizen,  and  friend  fj"om  friend  ?     Who  knows 
not  that  it  generates  bad  feeling:^  and  bitter  accusations? 
Who   knows  not   that   it  createsj   imwarranted  suspicions 
and  violent  words?    That  it  too  often  blasts  charity  to- 
wards an  opponent,  and  makes  ipen  stoop  to  meannesses 
for  a  paltry  triumph  that  spoil  tlhe  (juality  of  their  Jives, 
and  the  concord  that  might  be  perpetuated  among  those 
Mfho  inhale  the  same  atmosjjhere,  and  look  upon  the  same 
sUn  ?    Would  that  it  were  as  extinct  as  the  Dodo !     We 
might  be  a  happy  peojile,  and  bjegin  a  new  stage  in  our 
career  by  consuming  our  petty  sjrifes  on  a  funereal  pile. 
Kverything  Heems  to  favor  our  niitional   growth,  and   the 
base  on  which  empire   is  to  risq  may  amply  satisfy  our 
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highest  ambition.      Our  Dominion  stretches  from  sea  to 
.sea,  and  if  mind  is  only  emancipated,  in  the  spirit  of  our 
free  institutions,  we  may  anticipate  for  tho.se  who  appear 
1  on   the   scene  in   summers   our   eyes  shall    not   behold,  a 
greatness,  a  cultivation,  a  refinement,  and  an  abundance, 
such  as  our  dreams  fail  to  represent.     Never  had  we  a 
fairer  prospett  than  at  this  moment  under  the  shadow  oi' 
the  great  Treaty,  which  has  been  constructed  by  the  two 
powerful  nations  sjjeaking  our  mother  tQngue.      Already, 
in  soothing  down  animosity,  the  agreement  has  wroughrl 
like  a  charm.     It  is  a  pledge  of  peace,  and  substantially 
a  model  of  international  wisdom.     It  is  an  enduring  illus- 
tration of  how  much  better  concession   and  compromi.se 
is   than   mulish  adhesion  to  right  drawn  out   to  the  last 
degree  of  imperilling  tension  ;   of  how   much   better  the 
spirit  of  brotherhood^nd  goodly  fellow.ship  is   than  the 
scowl  of  anger,  or  the  frozen  isolation  of  offended  dignity. 
If  it  can  be  preserved  for  a  long  period — and  why  should 
it  not  ? — these  two  peoples  will  in  every  way  be  profitable 
to  each  other;  and  their  fraternity  will  diffuse  a  humane 
influence  over  other  states  that  no  mind  need  attempt  to 
measure.     The  compact  is  an  invaluable  protest  against 
war ;  a  medicine  that  may  heaLin  days  to  come  rankling 
troubles  among  the  \iationalities  of  the  globe.      To  us  it 
ii  a  sign  of  rest,  and  an  augury  of  enduring  afosperity. 
Alas  !  had  the  now  reconciled  met  in  anus  Instead  of 
round  a  deliberative  table,  we  can  imagine,  {hough  feebly, 
what  pangs,  and  ruin  and, sorrows  would  have  been  our 
lot.     Not  unwillingly  we  should  have  borne  our  part  in 
the  Titanic  strife ;  but  better,  infinitely  better,  for  us  that 
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fields  should  remain  unpolluted  by  blood,  and  our 
11  tenements  and  towns  and  cities  unblasted  by  the 
Tching  and  devastating  storm3  of  battle.     Beautiful  to 

and  to  all  eyes,  the  cutting  down  and  ingathering 
the  golden  sheafs  ;  but  oh  !  never  on  these  luxuriant 
ins  lie  seen  the  reapers  who  ^'  descend  to  the  harveHt 
death."  'Iriliulntions  await  lis.  no  doubt,  while  our 
tory  climbh  up  fr/)tn  yotith  to  age,  for  to  nutioni  an 
11  HH  individunlH  this  mortiU  muik'  \h  ihequffud  ;  never- 
i\9ik,  let  UN  hopu  for  tlw  bcni,  nm\  ulinjitr  tliw  btf«t. 

"TUb  futm-aUiltHlnK 
OlwUittw  iiiul  4i'ri'W  I 
Wf  i>rfwi  still  tihorow, 
Xouaht  that  aWclei  in  it 
Dnuntititfu* — ^  Onwani :" 


LutilMtN  !  PMVrm  BT  THI  FBI!  FMM  HWWTIHO  OuMfAWy 

^ 


»  * 


END  OF  FILM 


\ 


J~N  *■ 


PLEASE  REWIND 


< 


/ 


